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1. INTRODUCTION 
1.1 BACKGROUND 

1.1.1 This Conservation Management Plan (CMP) for Egerton Park, Bexhill-on-
Sea, East Sussex, has been prepared by Atkins Heritage for Rother District 
Council (RDC), between August 2006 and January 2007, in conjunction 
with development of an Audience Development and Access Plan for the 
site. These documents have been commissioned as part of the Egerton 
Park Innovation and Conservation Project (EPIC), to feed into design 
proposals for the future of the Park, and to support Rother District Council 
in its submission to the Heritage Lottery Fund, Parks for People 
programme, for a Stage 1 Heritage Grant. The Plans are all closely related.  
Where necessary the relationships between the Plans are highlighted in 
this document and cross-reference is made to reduce duplication. 

1.1.2 RDC has a vision for a ‘vibrant and inspiring park at the heart of the 
community with a distinctive cultural identity and unique local heritage’, a 
Park that is reinstated as one of the principal focuses of Bexhill. This CMP 
explores the feasibility of implementing RDC’s vision and how the Park’s 
most valuable and significant assets might be managed in order to deliver 
it. The principal aim of the Plan is to ensure the long term conservation and 
enhancement of the Park’s historic significance, while informing new design 
proposals for the Park and allowing it to be used and developed 
sustainably. 

1.1.3 The Plan is underpinned by a thorough understanding of what makes the 
Park important, and of the current management and use of the Park, and 
provides an integrated approach to the management of the designed 
landscape, facilities, natural heritage and archaeology within its boundaries. 
(Figure 1 illustrates the Park’s current features and character). It also takes 
into account the significance of features in the immediately surrounding 
areas, providing broader context and understanding of the ecological and 
archaeological potential within the Park, and of its built and historic 
landscape value. 

1.1.4 The Plan is a non-statutory document that provides guidance and advice to 
RDC and to other partners involved in management and development of 
the Park.  It is a dynamic document that can be reviewed regularly and 
developed or amended as circumstances change or further data comes to 
hand.   

1.2 SCOPE AND PURPOSE OF THE CONSERVATION 
MANAGEMENT PLAN 

1.2.1 A CMP is the starting point for the future management of a site with 
heritage value. It sets out a strategic approach to making decisions about 
conservation and enhancement, and sets policies for long term 
management. CMPs are now an accepted tool in managing, conserving 
and developing cultural and natural heritage sites and collections in the UK 
and across the world. CMPs are also required by many funding bodies, 
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including the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) and English Heritage (EH), as 
part of their funding processes. Every CMP is unique, as it addresses the 
particular nature, potential, and management issues of a site.  

1.2.2 The aims of the Plan are: 

♦ To provide an understanding of all parts of the Park and all periods of its 
development - of its designed landscape, its facilities, its natural heritage, 
archaeology, and current management. This includes identifying gaps in 
understanding, as well as setting out the existing national, regional and local 
policies and strategies that affect the Park today and in its future 

 
♦ To provide an assessment of the key values of Egerton Park and a 

statement of their significance 
 
♦ To define issues that affect this significance and broad opportunities to 

address these  
 

♦ To provide an overarching vision and principles for the Park and its 
development, with policies for management set out in a clear Action Plan. 

1.2.3 The principles and policies set out in the Plan focus on delivering the 
following broad objectives: 

♦ To guide programmes of management, conservation and enhancement in 
the long-term, whilst allowing the Park to be used effectively for its primary 
functions and informing future design proposals for regeneration of the Park 

 
♦ To enable an holistic view to be taken with regard to the challenges and 

opportunities for the management and enhancement of the natural and built 
heritage of the Park; 

 
♦ To guide priorities for additional protection, surveys or recording; 

 
♦ To guide enhancement of the amenity and educational potential of the Park; 

 
♦ To bring together the requirements of stakeholders to enable a coordinated 

approach to decision-making. 
 

1.3 KEY STAKEHOLDERS  
1.3.1 The Plan has been developed in consultation with a range of stakeholders, 

including: 

♦ The people of Bexhill 
♦ Rother District Council 
♦ The Friends of Egerton Park 
♦ Sure Start 
♦ John O’Conner Grounds Maintenance Ltd 
♦ Spartan, Lakeside and the Indoor Bowling Clubs 
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♦ Bexhill Museum 
♦ Egerton Park Tennis Club 
 

1.4 METHODOLOGY 
1.4.1 The Conservation Management Plan has been prepared in accordance with 

the approach recommended by the Heritage Lottery Fund (Conservation 
Management Plans, Heritage Lottery Fund, September 2004), which 
requires the key steps of:  

♦ involving people;  
♦ understanding the asset;  
♦ assessing significance;  
♦ exploring issues and vulnerabilities; and  
♦ setting policy aims for managing the asset. 

1.4.2 The following briefly outlines the key steps undertaken during the 
preparation of this Plan: 

Identification of assets and analysis of the Site 

1.4.3 The Site has been studied for its overall significance. It has also been 
broken down into its constituent aspects to understand it in detail. 
Specialists carried out research in their respective fields, and it is from this 
research that the significance, values and proposals for the Site have been 
extracted.  

1.4.4 The specialist fields were: 

♦ Archaeology and historic environment  
♦ Built Heritage and the Historic Landscape 
♦ Landscape Architecture and Design 
♦ Ecology 
♦ Drainage and Water   
♦ Access 
♦ Audience development 
♦ Community consultation 
 

1.4.5 Material held in the Sussex Biodiversity Records Centre, in the East Sussex 
County Council Sites and Monuments Records and in the National 
Monuments Record provided background for this Plan as well as historic 
mapping, and various published works. Full references are provided in the 
bibliography. Of these, Julian Porter’s, Bexhill-on-Sea, A History, 2004 and 
the  Bexhill Town Centre Conservation Area Appraisal were key sources. 

1.4.6 In addition, the CMP has been informed by a considerable amount of 
stakeholder and public consultation. Full details of feedback from this 
consultation are to be found in the Audience Development Plan, which 
complements the CMP.  
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1.4.7 To complete understanding of the significance and condition of the Park, a 
heritage survey, by a qualified historic area specialist and an archaeologist, 
was carried out. Their observations have informed the description of the 
site in Section 2.3. 

Assessment of significance 

1.4.8 The significance of assets has been assessed in relation to: 

♦ Their importance for the understanding of Egerton Park as a whole;  
♦ Their value as part of the designed landscape; 
♦ Their amenity value; 
♦ Their educational value; 
♦ Their rarity; 
♦ Their state of preservation 
 

1.4.9 The significance of the relationship between Egerton Park and Bexhill town 
centre has also been assessed, both as part of historic design of the 
seaside resort and in the context of current regeneration initiatives for the 
town.  

Identification of Issues and Opportunities  

1.4.10 Factors affecting the significance of the Park, whether in the past, present 
or future have been identified, including the limitations or implications of 
current management practice. These have guided the development of 
principles and policies for the management of Egerton Park.  

Developing a Vision, Principles and Policies 

1.4.11 A vision has been formulated for Egerton Park, which sets out in simple 
terms the key aspirations for the future of the Park, for its conservation and 
enhancement. The Vision also draws in the results of the Audience 
Development and Access Plans carried out concurrently with the CMP. The 
Vision gives all stakeholders in the Park something to sign up to, and a 
focus for their conservation efforts. The Vision reflects and responds to the 
proposed Vision for the Park put forward originally by RDC (above), in so 
far as those aspirations can be substantiated based on research and 
consultation carried out, and on the deeper understanding of the Park’s 
significance and potential achieved through the Project Planning process. 
The development of principles and policies are directed towards delivering 
this Vision. 

Implementation and review 

1.4.12 A Management Action Plan has been included, which identifies the 
timetable and organisations responsible for implementing the Plan over an 
agreed period. 
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1.5 THE TEAM 
1.5.1 Conservation Management Plans by their nature are a team effort. This 

ensures that the principles and proposals that result are fully corroborated 
by the work of appropriate technical specialists, and accepted by those who 
will implement the policies. The team involved in the preparation of this 
Conservation Management Plan comprises: 

 

Andrew Croft 
Principal Heritage Consultant - Atkins 
 

Project Overview 

Andrea Bradley  
Principal Heritage Consultant - Atkins 
 

Project Overview 

Ken Sabel 
Senior Heritage Consultant - Atkins 
 

 
Project Manager 

Zoe Wallace 
Senior Landscape Architect – Atkins 
 

 
Landscape Assessment and Design 

Neil Manthorpe 
Landscape Architect - Atkins 
 

 
Landscape Assessment and Design 
 

Katie Rees-Gill 
Senior Heritage Consultant - Atkins 
 

 
Audience Development, Community & 
Access 

Angela Poulter 
Heritage Consultant - Atkins 
 

 
Research, Audience Development & 
Community Consultation 

Michael Court 
Heritage Consultant – Atkins 
 

 
Archaeology and Conservation 

Philip Bethell 
Senior Heritage Consultant - Atkins 
 

 
Archaeology and Conservation 

Samantha Munslow 
Senior Ecologist - Atkins  
 

 
Ecology 

Charlotte O’Connor 
Senior Engineer – Atkins 
 

 
Water and Drainage  
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Richard Pierce 
Quantity Surveyor – Atkins 

 
Quantity Survey 
 
 

Adam Whitehead 
Access Consultant - Faithful & Gould 

 
Access  

Tom Gordon 
Access Consultant - Faithful & Gould 

 
Access 
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SECTION A: UNDERSTANDING THE SITE 

2. DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE 
2.1 LOCATION AND DEFINITION 

2.1.1 Bexhill is a late Victorian/Edwardian residential seaside town and the 
administrative centre for Rother District in East Sussex, providing a home 
for nearly half the total population of the district (42,500 of the 85,428 in the 
area). The combination of a population with a significant proportion of 
elderly residents, three wards that feature in the 20% most deprived in the 
UK, and a downturn in population, has seen Bexhill, alongside Hastings, 
identified as a ‘Priority Area for Economic Regeneration’ in the south east. 
The SEEDA sponsored Hastings and Bexhill Task Force has been 
established with the remit to plan and implement the regeneration of these 
resorts for the benefit of the community. Cultural renaissance is a key focus 
in this social and economic regeneration of Bexhill. The De la Warr Pavilion 
is central to the town’s cultural regeneration plans, and the Bexhill Museum 
is currently subject to a development and improvement scheme. In the early 
to mid-20th century Egerton Park was also an important social and cultural 
focus in the town - its regeneration in the 21st century will revive this 
traditional role and contribute to Bexhill’s regeneration.  

2.1.2 Egerton Park is located on the western side of Bexhill town centre. The 
underlying geology of the area is the Wealden beds, consisting of 
siltstones, sandstones and clays. The area in which Egerton Park was 
developed in the late 19th and early 20th century was of low-lying 
marshland, lying close to the sea shore and liable to flooding. A map from 
the Sussex Biodiversity Records Centre and the OS map show a 
watercourse which passes under the town of Bexhill and the Park itself, 
flowing in to the sea less than 100m to the south of the Park. The area to 
the west of Egerton Park, occupied by Brockley Road and the Polegrove 
Recreation Ground, was developed in the 1920s. To the north, east and 
south, on Woodville Road, Park Road, and Egerton Road, the Park is 
bounded by late 19th and early 20th century Arts & Crafts terraced housing. 
The back gardens of these houses meet the northern boundary with 
Woodville Road, while the front of the houses on Park Road and Egerton 
Road overlook the Park. Park Avenue, the main thoroughfare to the 
seafront runs south from Egerton Road to the promenade, approximately 
75m away, and affords sea views from Bexhill Museum. The link between 
the Park and the seafront, and the close relationship between the Park and 
the houses that overlook it, reflect the 7th Earl de la Warr’s vision for the 
seaside resort of Bexhill in the late 19th and early 20th Centuries, when the 
Park and the surrounding streets were planned and created.  

2.1.3 For the purpose of this Plan, the Site is considered to be within the 
boundary of Egerton Park (see Figure 2). However, since some features 
beyond the boundary are relevant to this Plan, an area of 500m around the 
Site is included in this study. 
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2.2 THE HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE SITE 
2.2.1 There is a limited amount of information about the development of the area 

which now contains Egerton Park in the centuries before the creation of the 
Park itself. For this reason, the earliest history of the Site is discussed 
below in the context of the wider development of Bexhill and the region. 
From the late 19th century, however the focus of historical analysis can be 
more focussed on the Park itself, although within the context of the wider 
growth of Bexhill as a seaside resort. 

2.2.2 For the purpose of this Plan, the history of the Park has been described in 
six distinct phases of development. The description is based on analysis of 
various sources, including OS Mapping, photographic evidence, site 
inspection, published sources, and consultation with key stakeholders, such 
as Julian Porter, curator of Bexhill Museum, and the Friends of Egerton 
Park.    

The Palaeontological Background 

2.2.3 The area in which the Park is located has a rich Palaeontological 
background, with the geology of the beach area yielding a range of fossil 
remains, including imprinted dinosaur footprints. Iguanodon remains have 
also been found, dating to the Lower Cretaceous period. Carnivorous 
dinosaurs were less common here, but it is assumed that a range of 
species, including Baryonyx (a fish eating dinosaur), and Velociraptor (a 
small swift predator) also lived in the region. Remains of an armour plated 
herbivore, Polacanthus, have also been found nearby, and associated with 
dinosaur remains the fossils of contemporary flora and fauna have been 
recovered (Porter, 2004). 

The Prehistoric and Roman Periods (up to the 5th century AD) 

2.2.4 Our understanding of possible early Prehistoric activity on the Site comes 
from finds in the immediately surrounding area, rather than from specific 
evidence from the Park itself. Some material of Mesolithic date (8,500 – 
4,000BC) has been identified in the areas to the north and west of the Site, 
and flint tools of Neolithic date have also been found to the north. 

2.2.5 Activity from the later Prehistoric period is only slightly better represented in 
the wider study area. Excavations at Terminus Road to the west of the Site 
identified Bronze Age (2,300 – 700BC) pottery, and possible settlement 
evidence, including a ‘burnt mound’ (East Sussex County Council SMR, 
MES7335). The Iron Age (700BC – AD43) is poorly represented in the 
area, and evidence comprises possible early Iron Age pottery from the 
Terminus Road site, and a stray find of a Greek coin dated to 81BC found 
to the north-west of the Site.  (East Sussex County Council SMR MES70). It 
must be assumed that even in this early period, the character of the area 
was wetland, or coastal marshland, although this may have varied over the 
period with changes in sea levels. 

2.2.6 The only Roman (AD43 – AD450) find recorded in the area is that of a 
carved granite head, possibly representing the god Dis Pater, to the west of 
the Site, in Richmond Grove. The find is indicative of Roman settlement, 
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either a high status house or a religious complex, but no other evidence has 
been found. 

The Early Medieval and Medieval Periods (AD450 – 1547) 

2.2.7 Bexhill has revealed no archaeological evidence from the immediate post-
Roman period. The earliest historical mention of Bexhill is from a 13th 
century version of a charter issued by King Offa of Mercia in 772. This 
granted land at “Bixlea” (to the west of the hill now occupied by the Old 
Town) to Bishop Oswald of Selsey, to build an outpost (minster) of the 
cathedral at Selsey. The Domesday Book refers to the pre-Conquest 
ownership of Bexhill by the bishops of Selsey, but it was granted by William 
I to Robert Count of Eu, as part of the Rape of Hastings (one of the 5 
divisions of Sussex).  

2.2.8 Medieval settlement activity in Bexhill was concentrated around the church 
in the Old Town, and there is little archaeological evidence of this period 
from elsewhere in the modern town including the Park Site. This is 
consistent with that area still being wet, marshy and unsuitable for 
settlement activity. There is also a lack of documentation to tell us about the 
character of Bexhill during the rest of the Medieval period, although  
important events included the return of Bexhill Manor to ecclesiastical 
ownership in 1150, and the subsequent granting of the Manor to Sir 
Thomas Sackville (later Lord Buckhurst), in the mid-16th Century by 
Elizabeth I (Porter, 2004). 

The Post-medieval period and the early Park site (up to 1870) 

2.2.9 The primary archaeological evidence for this period is the surviving 
domestic architecture of the Old Town. There are a number of 18th century 
buildings, reflecting the town’s expansion during the 1700s. In general, the 
archaeology is typical of a small rural town with an agrarian economy. The 
exception to this are remains relating to military occupation. Apart from 
coastal fortifications built during the Napoleonic wars, a line of Martello 
Towers was also built along the coast, several near Bexhill. Also during the 
Napoleonic period, an area of military barracks housing the King’s German 
Legion was built to the north-west of the present day Old Town. 

2.2.10 Towards the end of this period, the marriage alliance between Bexhill’s 
premier family, the Sackvilles, and the West family, in the persons of Earl 
de la Warr and Elizabeth Sackville, brought Bexhill under the control of one 
of the wealthiest families in the country, and it was the vision of one of the 
later Earls (the 7th) that brought about the greatest change in Bexhill’s 
fortunes in the later 19th Century (Porter, 2004) In 1846, Bexhill also gained 
a halt on the main coastal railway . This was the catalyst for the gradual 
shift in the focus of the community away from the original village centred 
around St. Peter’s church to the area where Egerton Park was to be laid 
out.  

2.2.11 18th century maps indicate some of the features and characteristics of the 
site of Egerton Park. On John Norden’s map of 1595, a lagoon-like feature, 
called the Pell (possibly the origin of the ‘Pole’ element of Polegrove, 
appears to the south of Bexhill; this also appears in John Speed’s 1610 
map, but has an opening to the sea. In both of these maps, The Pell is fed 
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from a river running in a curve round from the west side of the village. On 
Richard Budgen’s 1724 map, the river rises in the same position, but its 
course curves to the west, and the lagoon feature lies to the south-west of 
Bexhill. This depiction of the lagoon may match the later course of stream 
and marshy area, liable to tidal and land run-off flooding, which later 
became Egerton Park. Map evidence also indicates that the area later 
occupied by the Park was empty of dwellings and agricultural buildings 
during the 18th century. 

The Design of Egerton Park (1870 to 1875) 

2.2.12 The 7th Earl de la Warr joined forces with building contractor John Webb in 
the 1870s to implement their vision for the creation of a model seaside 
resort in the empty land south of the railway. Late 19th century plans show 
the Earl’s intention to build a shopping area to the west of Sea Road, 
hotels, a pavilion, and a large pier, as well as an elegant seafront running to 
the east of Sea Road, and a large area of grand housing including gardens 
and parks (for example, see Figure 3). Egerton Park was a key part of this 
planned development. It was to be an alternative focus for the resort, to the 
west of the main town and away from the seafront, and in practical terms, 
created a catchment into which the area could be drained to facilitate the 
building of grand terraced housing, and provide amenity facilities for those 
who took up residence there. However, the design and quality of the Park 
reflected a greater vision – it contained all the features and facilities that 
would be expected of an elaborate and fashionable private garden (water 
features, shaded areas, lawns and tennis courts), but for the use of the 
public. Design features included classical balustrades, rather than plain 
railings, a fine bandstand, and pergola – all to the highest design standards. 
It was intended as an icon, to focus civic pride and involvement in the new 
elegant Bexhill, a vibrant, fashionable seaside resort. The new face of 
Bexhill was to attract business and visitors, new residents, and high profile 
events and people – from the rest of England and abroad. The success of 
this vision is evident today in the well developed surrounding townscape 
and continued focus of community activity in and around the Park. 

2.2.13 Key to the design were: 

♦ The ponds – one for boating, the other more natural with a folly and natural 
landscaping 

♦ Snakelike pathways and elegant lawns for picnicking, tennis and bowling 
♦ A grand entrance leading to the sea, and boundaries defined by elegant 

balustrades 
♦ A sense of enclosure provided by surrounding buildings – giving the feel of a  

private garden  
♦ Modern and beautifully designed community/performance and activity areas, 

including a pergola (open air stage), swimming baths, and bandstand 
♦ Planting of the highest quality 
♦ Space for regional and even national fashionable events 
♦ A museum to inform, educate and inspire local people 
 

2.2.14 The map of 1875 (see Figure 4) shows the area of the Park, prior to any 
construction. Woodville road and surrounding buildings are clearly marked, 
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and there is a wide open space in the area which was to become the Park. 
The lakes were not present in any form at this stage, but paths are visibly 
already laid out on this and the 1909 map. 

The Redevelopment of Bexhill (1876-1899) 

2.2.15 Implementation of John Webb and Earl de la Warr’s Park and town design 
began in the 1880s, with construction of the Park beginning in 1888. The 
lakes were excavated first, which helped to drain the rest of the area, 
thereby facilitating the construction of the surrounding buildings. A wooden 
boat (undated) was found during these early works, a relic of the Park’s 
hitherto wetland character (East Sussex County Council SMR, MES73). 

2.2.16 The earliest structure to be built in the Park was an open water tank at the 
southern end of the lakes, which functioned as the town’s first swimming 
baths. This was opened in 1892 to the east of the future museum site, and 
was originally filled with sea water. The area later to be the Main Lawn was 
used as a tennis lawn. The Park was used straight away for events 
involving the whole town, such as the 1898 Cycling Tournament organised 
by the Bexhill Cycling Club. By 1899 (see Figure 4) the lakes had been 
formalised, and a waterway extended west beyond the boating lake, a 
feature that is not present on later maps. Terraced housing ran the length of 
Park Road and three buildings on Woodville Road represented the first 
residential construction around the Park. 

2.2.17 In the rest of the town, although the full scale of Earl de la Warr’s and 
Webb’s scheme was never achieved, Bexhill was completely transformed 
after 1883. The main new features were a series of grand seafront hotels, 
as well as a Kursaal or entertainment pavilion, built in 1896, originally 
intended as the landward end of a pier (the seaward end of which was 
never built). Seafront development continued with the building of the 
oriental style Marina Arcade in 1901, and the lighting of the promenade with 
its elegant flowerbeds. Fashionable activities were also encouraged, such 
as the Bicycle Boulevard of 1896.   

Edwardian Bexhill (1900-1910) 

2.2.18 By 1902, the town had become an incorporated borough, reflecting the 
tremendous expansion of the pre-1883 village. A whole new community 
developed, and the economy of the town also changed considerably, due to 
its new tourist industry, in which Egerton Park played a valuable role.  

2.2.19 Edwardian Bexhill was very popular, and glamorous events, such as motor 
races, attracted crowds.  Egerton Park was an integral part of the new 
resort’s facilities, with the Pergola functioning as an open-air theatre, and 
the Park providing a sheltered spot only 100m from the sea front. New 
building continued in the town, with the Central Parade being developed in 
1910, and the Colonnade being opened in 1911 (Porter, 2004). 

2.2.20 The Park came into the ownership of the Urban District Council in 1901, 
and in 1903 was officially completed, with enhanced facilities including a 
Shelter Hall, the provision of public toilets and the creation of an indoor 
entertainment venue. Flower beds were also laid out by 1903, and the 
overlooking Arts and Crafts style terraced houses on Park Road were 
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completed by 1901. In 1905, work was carried out to extend the Park by 4 
acres to the west to bring the boundary up to Brockley Road, and in 1906 
the Park extension was officially opened by the Lord Mayor of London. This 
space may have originally been intended to be filled by a further row of 
terraced housing. In 1909, the open air stage built in the west of the Park 
was partially enclosed to form the Egerton Park Pergola.  

 

Photo 1: Garden Party at the Egerton Park Opening Ceremony, 1906 

2.2.21 Some building work occurred in this phase around the Swimming Pool 
complex, extending its western end. Further residential building filled 
Egerton Road, Woodville Road and Wickham Avenue. Egerton Park Lodge 
was in place by 1909. 

2.2.22 One might say that by 1910, the Park represented everything that the Earl 
De La Warr and Webb had envisaged for it, providing all the key elements 
and facilities envisaged in the original design, as well as accommodation 
and still some potential for some further amenities within the framework of 
the designed layout, to keep pace with fashions in sport and leisure 
activities. 

1910-1930  

2.2.23 In this phase the Park began to be altered to create the townscape we see 
today. This included further residential buildings on Woodville and Egerton 
Road as well as the construction of the Polegrove Recreation Ground, 
immediately adjacent to the western extent of the Park.    
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Photo 2: Air Photo of Egerton Park, c.1920 

2.2.24 In 1914, the Bexhill Museum opened in the Egerton Park Shelter Hall, 
housing the collections of a number of local people. The Park continued to 
play an important role in the social and cultural life of the town, hosting 
Bexhill’s post-war thanksgiving service in July 1919. The open-air theatre 
continued to be an attraction, being remodelled in 1932-3 to form the 
Egerton Park Theatre and an indoor bowling green (Porter, 2004). 

2.2.25 By 1930, the boundary of the Park was as it is today. The tennis courts at 
the western end of the Park had been built and housing totally surrounded 
the north, east and south of the Park.  To the west, the open space on the 
other side of Brockley Road had become the Polegrove Recreation Ground. 
Further construction within the Park had taken place by 1930, with the 
Pergola, model boat pond and Rose Garden all built. 

2.2.26 Bexhill's most iconic building, the De La Warr Pavilion was built and opened 
in 1935. Located just a few hundred metres to the east of Egerton Park, the 
pavilion was built in the International Modernist style, the first large public 
building to be constructed using a welded steel frame. The pavilion was 
named after its champion, the 9th Earl De La Warr. 

2.2.27 After the World War II, Bexhill began to change, and the town’s role as a 
fashionable holiday destination dwindled. An increasing number of retired 
people moved to the area, resulting in an increase in the residential density 
of the town, with hotels and other elements of the resort town becoming 
redundant. 
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Photo 3: Egerton Park Pergola, c.1920 

1931-1954  

2.2.28 With the decline in the town’s fortunes after the Second World War, the 
Park began to lose its importance as part of the Bexhill resort. Events were 
still held in the Park, but it became primarily an amenity for the local 
population, and by 1954 a large area in the western part of the Park was 
laid out as tennis courts, with a children’s playground to the east (previously 
the play area was situated to the north, where the Sensory Garden is now 
located), an arrangement which still exists. The Sensory Garden, thought to 
be the first in the country, was also laid out around this time. Part of the 
area around the Pavilion was designated as a car park, a sign of the times, 
an arrangement continued into the 1970s. Further development in the Park 
during this phase included the memorial, refurbishment of the south-west 
entrance, further expansion of the swimming pool in 1937, and the 
modification of the Pergola into the Park Theatre. 
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Photo 4: Egerton Park  Main Lawn & Bandstand c.1959 

1955-Present  

2.2.29 The continued decline of Bexhill as a seaside resort has been the 
dominating feature of the town’s economy since the end of the Second 
World War.  Infrastructure changes, such as the closure of the Crowhurst 
railway branch line, reduced the accessibility of the town during the 1960s, 
reflected by the closure of all the grand town-centre hotels, the last 
demolished after a fire in 2003. The early 20th-Century Marina Court on the 
seafront was demolished in 1970. The 1970s saw a very typical series of 
road and residential developments remove elements of the town’s historical 
structure, including the Belle Hill settlement built at the entrance to the 
Napoleonic barracks.  

2.2.30 The early years of the 21st century have seen an increase in interest in the 
town’s heritage, and something of a revival in the town centre economy, 
with increasing numbers of independent shops creating a more diverse 
retail environment. 

2.2.31 During the last 50 years, the Park has undergone piecemeal change, 
resulting in the gradual erosion of its original layout. The change in 
emphasis of the Park away from being a tourist attraction is balanced by an 
increase in amenities, with more importance placed on sports and 
recreation than on design and fashionable elegance. The Pergola and its 
theatre were demolished in this phase, replaced by the Indoor Bowls Club; 
the swimming pool, after refurbishment in 1960 (cubicles and a sun terrace 
were added), was in-filled in 1987; the bandstand in the centre of the Main 
Lawn is gone; the rocking horses were stolen from the play area in 1996, 
and the one remaining was permanently removed and placed in storage for 
protection. In addition, the space between the tennis courts and the 
playground was designated as a Putting Green and the Sure Start Family 
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Learning Centre built (in 2004) where the paddling pool once stood. Much 
has changed, but it is still used by the local community as one of the few 
green open spaces in Bexhill.  

 

Photo 5: Rocking Horses in the Park c.1929, stolen in 1996 

 

2.3 THE SITE TODAY 

The Current Park Landscape 

2.3.1 The current Park layout is illustrated on Figure 1. This plan identifies in 
particular the Park entrances, access points from other parts of the town, 
principle amenity features, and also the predominant character areas of the 
Park. The main grouping of sports and amenity areas is shown in white and 
grey, the main water bodies in blue and the Main Lawn/Bowling green in 
green.   

 Settings, Boundaries, Entrances & Views 

2.3.2 Egerton Park lies below street level and is framed to the north, east and 
south by streets of Arts & Crafts terraced housing. The lower setting of the 
Park, this residential enclosure, and its planted borders provide a sheltered 
environment, although breezes do still affect the Park from the sea. 

2.3.3 The low level of the Park, and its softer appearance, enhance the 
monumentality of the surrounding terraced houses, which in return give the 
sense almost that the Park forms a piazza in front of them. The relationship 
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between the Park and the houses is further enhanced by the extension of 
the Arts and Crafts theme into the Park itself with its asymmetrical layout 
and typically late Victorian and Edwardian features such as the former 
swimming baths, the boating lake, and bowling green. The Arts and Crafts 
influenced bowling green Pavilion and the much later shelters, with typical 
Arts and Crafts detailing, bring this theme into the architecture of the Park 
too. 

2.3.4 The Park has seven separate access points, created through a mix of 
materials and planting styles. The entrance from Egerton Road, at the 
south west corner of the park gives preference to vehicular access over 
pedestrian, and is the main entrance in this sense, although there is nothing 
particular to distinguish it otherwise. Most people enter the site at the town 
end, but again, there is nothing in the design of these entrances to 
distinguish them as a main entrance. 

2.3.5 The northern boundary of the Park, bordered by the gardens of the houses 
on Woodville Road, consists of a mix of retaining walls, fencing, planting 
and some original balustrades. There is a range of boundary treatments 
surrounding the Park elsewhere, mainly a mix of slat fencing and black 
painted railings, with the latter providing better views into the Park. 

2.3.6 Thus, for example, there are views into the Park, and particularly to its main 
lawn, along the eastern and southern borders through the railings, planting, 
and mature trees that line the boundary. By contrast, to the west of the 
Park, there is no visual link through to the adjacent Polegrove Recreation 
Ground as here views are restricted by the slat fence panels and the dense 
planting along the boundary, as well as by the indoor bowls centre, a red 
brick building with few windows, and the tennis courts.  

Open Spaces & Landscaped Areas   

2.3.7 The Park covers some 55,000 sq m, and offers a range of open spaces, 
landscaped areas, lakes and ponds, linked by some 1750m of tarmacadam 
pathways, with branches providing access to the boating lake and the main 
lawn.  

2.3.8 Of the 9200sq m of amenity grass in the Park, the Main Lawn to the east 
constitutes the largest open recreation space, with a fenced off bowling 
green sitting immediately to the north of it. The eastern edge of the Park is 
composed of planted trees and shrubs. There are a few mature trees here 
too, mainly holm oaks with some immature sycamore and holly. 

2.3.9 The western, more recreational area of the Park is bordered by ornamental 
planting, and there are a number of mature trees in the borders in this 
section, both fir and broadleaved trees (mainly evergreen holm oaks), but 
these areas have a more municipal feel than the main lawn and the areas 
of green space on the eastern side of the Park. 

2.3.10 There are a number of more intimate pocket seating and feature areas 
within and outside these main open and designed spaces, along the 
northern and southern sides of the Park. These include the Rose Garden 
(in the north west corner of the Park); the Herbaceous border; the Sensory 
Garden (on the northern boundary of the Park); the model boat pond (also 
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on the northern boundary of the Park to the east of the Sensory Garden); 
the Joyce Alexander Garden (adjacent to the Sure Start building in the 
south east of the Park); the Sewell Border (along the southern boundary of 
the Park, in the south west of the Park) and the Rotary Garden (along the 
southern boundary, at the west end of the Museum.) 

Water Bodies 

2.3.11 The central water body (approximately 6354sq m) snakes its way from the 
main boating lake, through a small channel, to the north lake, and 
separates the eastern side of the Park from the more recreational areas to 
the west. Both the main boating lake and the north lake contain small 
islands. The island in the boating lake is the larger of the two, is covered in 
dense vegetation, and forms a central feature of the Park and a nesting 
place for swans and ducks, while the smaller island in the top lake contains 
a small folly. The north lake has a more natural feel to it, with an area 
immediately to the south of the north lake, between the north lake and the 
bowling-green, retained as a dedicated wildlife area. The boating lake is 
more activity focussed, with less of a wild feel to it.  A footbridge crosses 
the small channel between the two lakes, beneath which there are the 
remains of a weir. The bridge is in a bad state of repair; the weir is no 
longer used and only the brickwork remains. 

2.3.12 The lakes themselves are brackish, and filled primarily by seawater, 
supplemented by fresh water from a localised catchment. They are edged 
in concrete (though this has recently been replaced by brick work for the 
model boat pond) and are relatively shallow before a shelf into deeper 
water approximately 450mm away from the edge (this distance varies). The 
depth at the centre of the lakes is not currently known, however the boating 
lake is likely to be greater than 1m in depth as pedal boats are used in this 
section. The channel between the two lakes is approximately 4500mm 
wide, and its depth is unknown too, although Council and Park staff believe 
that scouring may have deepened it over time.  In general the bottom of the 
lake is expected to be heavily silted due to slow water velocities.  

Visitor Facilities 

2.3.13 The key visitor facilities in the Park today, primarily sports or play facilities, 
comprise large scale, organised sports and play areas, as well as seasonal, 
less well established, and less imposing recreational areas.   

2.3.14 Eight tennis courts (in two clusters) dominate the western end of the Park. 
These provide tennis facilities for the general public and also for the 
Egerton Park Tennis Club. A Met Office weather station sits within a fenced 
enclosure to the north of the main cluster of tennis courts and a private 
indoor bowling club to the west, with an associated parking area. 

2.3.15 An outdoor bowling green with its own pavilion provides a counterbalance 
on the eastern side of the Park between the north lake and the Main Lawn. 
This green is maintained to an exceptionally high standard and provides 
facilities for the public as well as for the Spartan and Lakeside Outdoor 
Bowling Clubs. 
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2.3.16 The other principle amenity feature is the large children’s play area in the 
centre of the Park, bounded by painted wooden fencing, and including 
swings, slides and other basic play equipment. 

2.3.17 A model boat pond on the northern side of the Park has been used in the 
past on Thursday afternoons and Sunday mornings by an informal Bexhill 
Model Boat Club. In addition, facilities are provided in the summer months 
to hire pedalos, dinghies or family rowing boats for use in half hour 
sessions on the main boating lake.  

2.3.18 Less obviously, a putting green area lies to the west of the play area and a   
concrete table tennis table is placed to the south of the Park close to the 
Museum, where there is also a toilet block. 

2.3.19 The Park also incorporates two buildings on its south boundary: the Sure 
Start Family Learning Centre and the Bexhill Museum. The Sure Start 
Family Learning Centre provides a setting for families to meet and take 
advantage of education opportunities integrated with childcare. It offers 
practical help, advice, and information through parental outreach and health 
services. In addition to this community based service for parents and pre-
school children, the Centre also has links with schools, Children’s 
Information Services, Jobcentre Plus, and adult education. 

2.3.20 Bexhill Museum (which cannot be accessed directly from the Park) 
currently houses natural history, archaeology and ethnographic collections, 
as well as a wealth of material telling the sort of Bexhill-on-Sea in the 19th 
and 20th centuries, and an interactive Access Centre where visitors can 
access documents, explore collections, view images, and hear famous 
voices from the past. 

The Historic Designed Landscape & Heritage of the Park 

2.3.21 Desk based study, particularly using historic mapping, has indicated that a 
significant number of historic features, facilities, areas, and themes survive 
or are referenced by later additions within the Park we see today. A 
description is provided here of the phases of Park development still visible 
in the surviving Park fabric. The locations of particular features can be seen 
on Figure 5, which provides phased plans of the Park. Appendix 1 
provides a full gazetteer of features with descriptions and dates, numbered 
as referenced (in brackets) in the text below.  

2.3.22 Features relating to the earliest phase of development of the Park (1876-
1899), in accordance with Webb and De La Warr’s vision, still provide the 
basic framework and layout of the Park. These include the north lake, as far 
south as the bridge, which had its present shape in 1899 (2) and the   
island in the centre of the north lake in the north-east corner of the Park (1). 
The two stage sandstone and ragstone tower folly on this island was added 
to the island by 1909. Park Road (3), to the east of the Park, and its terrace 
of Arts & Crafts three storey, plus semi basemented houses, was built 
between 1884 and 1899, and these still retain their red brick with timber 
framed and rendered top floor facades, and canted bayed projections to the 
front, rising to dormer gables. The house on the corner of Park Road and 
Egerton Road (4) displays Elizabethan revival influences and first appeared 
on the map of 1899.  The main lawn (5) has been present as a space since 
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1899, and planting (6/8) on the east and north east side of the Park 
appears on historic mapping from 1899 onwards.  The south-eastern 
entrance to the Park (7), although remodelled between 1954 and 1969, with 
some sections added post-1971, originally appears as an entrance on the 
1899 map, as do the trees (9) along southern edge of the Park.  

2.3.23 The second phase of Park development (the Edwardian phase) in which 
additional facilities were added to augment the original design, and keep up 
with the changing leisure time requirements of the Bexhill community, is 
also reflected in surviving features. These include a bridge (10), 
immediately to the north of the main lawn (the present abutment alignments 
appear on maps after 1930, and the concrete bridge probably dates to the 
1970s, but there was a bridge here from this phase onwards). The boating 
lake and its island (11) were formalised 1899 and 1909. The planting (12) 
immediately to the west of the Sensory Garden was present from between 
1899 and 1909, and that on the north-west side of the Park (13) appears 
between 1899 and 1909 on historic mapping. Massive tree plantation at the 
south-west of the main lawn (17) visible on mapping from 1909 to 1960s, 
reduced in size from 1969 to present, and the Tree plantation on the 
western boundary of the Park (19) first appears on the 1909 map. Tree 
plantation on the south side of the Park near the south west entrance (22), 
first appears on the 1909 map, and then becomes more dense from 1930 
onwards The slightly raised mound (15) in centre of main lawn area are all 
that remain of the bandstand, visible on mapping from 1909, but the model 
boat pond at the northern edge of the Park retains its original shape visible 
on the1909 map (18). The associated retaining wall is modern and dates to 
c.2000 

 

    Photo 6:  Tower folly, historic feature on north lake island 
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Photo 7: Arts & Crafts terraced houses on Park Road 

 
Photo 8: The boating lake and island, originally formalised between 1899-1909 
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Photo 9: Model Boat Pond, with modern retaining wall, retains its original shape 

visible on 1909 map 
 

2.3.24 The current timber Arts and Crafts style shelters with plank panelled 
walling, steel mesh spine partition, and some pegged and chamford timber, 
replace and reference earlier shelters present in the same locations since 
between 1899 and 1909. Those in the location of the original shelters are 
just south-east of the bowling green (14a) and south of the bridge (14b). 
The modern structures, manufactured by Astolat Hampshire Portsmouth, 
are contemporary with Shelter 51 and therefore post-1971. Views (16) of 
and from the houses on Egerton Road opposite the east end of the Park, 
are part of original design, possible after construction of the houses post-
1909. Egerton Road’s terrace of Edwardian Arts and Crafts red brick 
houses (20) opposite the Park entrance, with canted bays of full height 
rising to dormers, was built between 1899 and 1909, as was Egerton Park 
Lodge (21), located at the north-western corner of the Park.  

 

2.3.25 The following features represent developments in the park between 1909 
and 1930:  

♦ Walling and steps at the north-eastern entrance to the Park, first visible on 
the 1930 map, and rebuilt in the 1990s in red brick (23). 

 
♦ A tree, located in the south-eastern area of the Park, present on the 1930 

map (24). 
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♦ Bexhill Museum (25), a two storey rendered flat roofed building to the south 
of the site. The building visible on the 1909 map, was in fact originally open 
sided, more extensive and, before the opening of the museum in 1914, 
functioned as the Park Pavilion, providing a tea room with views across the 
Park. The upper levels of the building show three main phases of 
development. The central portion dates to the late 19th century. Two lines of 
four cast iron columns divide the central part of the building into five 
structural bays, with 9 arched openings to Egerton Road (the central opening 
is larger than the rest) and 5 openings with extensive glazing facing on to the 
Park. The north and south aisles have flat roofs and the central portion has a 
raised, probably originally glazed roof, with hipped ends. The roof is 
supported on decorative cast or wrought iron trusses. This part of the 
building is of considerable local architectural and historic interest. The east 
and west ends are later. The east end is brick with render, scored in imitation 
of ashlar stonework. The west end has a reinforced concrete structure. Each 
of the later wings has three arched openings facing onto Egerton Road. On 
their north elevations the two wings are recessed from the older central 
projecting five bays, with no ground floor windows. There is an external 
staircase to the Park. 

 
♦ The planting (26) immediately north-east of the playground, present in 1930 

and possibly as early as 1909.  
 

♦ The Rose Garden (27) at the north-western corner of the Park, immediately 
west of Egerton Park Lodge, defined in 1930. 

 

 
Photo 10: Bexhill Museum viewed from Park Avenue 
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♦ Tennis Courts (28) at the western end of the Park.  

 
♦ The footprint of the swimming pool (29) is preserved in buildings and high 

walls to the east of the museum..  
 

♦ Remains of the original bowling green (30), a circular concrete base, once a 
small octagonal hut feature, visible on the aerial photo of 1920. 

2.3.26 The following features date to 1931-1954 and are still visible in or around 
the Park today. 

♦ The single storey bowling pavilion (31). This is brick-built in Elizabethan 
Revival Arts and Crafts style with hipped roof. It is three bays wide to the 
north, with two flanking gabled projections, with timber studding and barge 
boards. There are lean-to sheds to both the east and west sides. The south 
side has a brick base to the wall and is rendered from window sill height 
upwards. The pavilion has a raised central door flush with two gables, and 
there is a small dormer feature housing a clock set in to the southern roof 
pitch.  

♦ The site of the former memorial which was removed after 1955.  (32). 
♦ The landing stage in the boating lake (33).    
♦ The flat roofed pebbledash toilet block, which stands beneath a slightly 

sloping single pitch upper level timber shed with glazed gazebo supported by 
a cantilevered concrete base, and is located on the site of the former 
swimming pool complex.  At the west side of the building is flight of concrete 
stairs leading to road level.  These structures were part of the swimming 
pool. Between the toilet block and the Sure Start building there are areas of 
shaped brick and block paving dating to the 1960s onwards. (34)  

♦ The area of planting located between the current playground and concrete 
seating area (35). 

♦ The putting green (36) to the west of the playground, is fenced off along 
same alignment as north and south edges of tennis courts. 

♦ The Sensory Garden (37), rebuilt in the 60s. 
♦ The shelter in the Sensory Garden (38), an open fronted shelter with a steel 

gate set between piers that have tiled capitals. It is built of the same material 
as walling in the Sensory Garden. It has a hipped roof with Cumberland slate 
cover.  

♦ Another six tennis courts (39), first appearing on the 1954 map.  
♦ The playground (first appearing on the 1954 map, and therefore in place 

between 1930 and 1954). It is bounded by painted wooden fencing (40). 
♦ The location of an historic entrance in the south west corner (41) (1930 to 

1954). The current walling is 1970s onwards. The semi circular entrance 
drive has looped metal railings, with timber fencing to the west.  
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Photo 11: Elizabeth Arts & Crafts style bowling pavilion at north east of Main 

Lawn 

 
 

 
Photo 12: Sensory Garden and Shelter 
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2.3.27 The following features date from 1955 to the present day and are still 
visible in or around the Park. 

♦ The willow tree (42), to the south of the folly. 
♦ The shed, located between the main lawn and boating lake (43) 
♦ Sure Start’s Family Learning Centre (44) built on the site of the former 

paddling pool, at the eastern end of the swimming pool complex. The 
structure of the swimming pool extended out to the north of the boundary 
currently delineated by the northern extent of the Sure Start building. The 
new building, an octagonal and white painted structure with a hipped roof 
rising to a central lantern (built early 21st C), is a major landmark within the 
eastern area of the Park. 

♦ The walls around the south eastern part of the boating lake of pink concrete 
block work (45) dated to after 1969. Maps of this date also show paving in 
this area at this time.  

♦ The concrete table tennis area (46) immediately to the west of the museum 
building. The area was formerly covered by a canopy to west of museum.  

♦ A paved circular seating area (Rotary Garden) with central plant container, 
and exposed concrete retaining wall with prominent aggregate. The canopy 
from the museum extended to this point, and was enclosed between 1955 
and 1969. (47) 

♦ A simple structure at the playground entrance (at the south-west corner of 
the playground) - a small single storied rectangular building with brick base, 
rendered wall with half hipped slate roof (48) 

♦ The indoor Bowling Club building (49) in the west of the Park. It is a single 
storey multi coloured brick shed with blue brick decorative bands and shallow 
double pitched roof with shallow gables to the north and south.  

♦ Two fenced off modern Park sheds in the south western part of the Park 
(50).  

♦ A shelter (51), identical to shelters 14a and 14b, located to the south of the 
playground. This shelter does not appear on the 1971 map, and therefore is 
post-1971, as are shelters 14a and 14b. Unlike 14a and 14b, this is not on 
the site of an early predecessor. 
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Photo 13: Sure Start Family Learning Centre 

 

The Natural Heritage of the Site 

2.3.28 Ecological survey of the site has identified habitats of interest and the 
potential for protected species to be present. It was particularly noted that 
the planted trees and shrubs along the eastern edge of the Park provide a 
habitat for birds (52), particularly starlings and house sparrows. Most bird 
activity in the Park is focused on the northern edge of the bowling pavilion 
where bird feeders (53) are filled daily by one of the local residents. Pied 
wagtails, starlings, and collared doves were all observed feeding on the 
main lawn area south of the pavilion. The saline lakes (54) are concrete 
lined around their edges and consequently offer little in the way of habitat 
for wildlife at present. However, there were a few species of birds using 
them, including moorhen, mute swan (amber list), herring gull and mallard.  
The island of vegetation (55) in the centre of the lakes offers some refuge 
for wildlife and swans and ducks use this island for nesting, while the area 
to the north of the outdoor bowling green, between the green and the north 
lake (56), is maintained as a wildlife habitat. 

2.3.22 Notable species records for the area of 500m around the Park include 
brown long-eared bats, tall ramping fumitory (a plant now considered 
extinct within the county) and Don’s thread-moss. 

2.3.29 Anecdotal evidence indicates that a relatively large number of bird species 
have been noted in the Park.  A full list of these species is included in 
Appendix 2.  Some species are red list species which means they are 



Egerton Park, Bexhill on Sea: Conservation Management Plan   

 

P:\GBEMB\MandI\Heritage\Jobs\Bexhill Egerton Park\Reports\CMP\005_cmp_Final v2.doc                                        Page 2-28 

species of high conservation concern whose numbers have declined by 
more than 50% in the last 25 years or whose range has contracted by more 
than 50% in the last 5 years; a full explanation of the red criteria is given in 
Appendix 2. Starlings, house sparrows and song thrushes are all red list 
birds, the latter is also a local and UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) 
species. 
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3. CURRENT MANAGEMENT & POLICY 
FRAMEWORK 

3.1 INTRODUCTION 
3.1.1 This chapter sets out the current management regime for the Park.  

3.1.2 It also identifies the local, regional and national designations, legislation 
and planning policies relevant to the management of the designed 
landscape, the ecological and heritage resource at Egerton Park. In 
addition, the key national programmes, strategic government initiatives, and 
relevant research findings are included. 

3.1.3 This sets out the framework within which management of the Park must be 
delivered and ensure that the conservation principles and proposals of this 
management plan help deliver and minimise conflict with the existing 
policies and aims of other bodies.  

3.2 CURRENT MANAGEMENT 

Grounds Maintenance Contract 

3.2.1 Egerton Park is owned by Rother District Council and overseen by the 
Parks team, which sits within the Amenities Directorate and employs 4 
members of staff for Parks – a Parks Officer, a Parks Development Officer, 
2 Parks Technical Officers.  Maintenance of the Park (along with that of 
other Parks and Gardens owned and managed by the Council) is 
contracted out to John O’Conner Ltd. from 1 April 2003 until 31 March 
2009. O’Conner’s ground maintenance contract includes the routine daily, 
weekly, monthly, seasonal and annual cyclical maintenance of the Park. 
The ground maintenance costs currently amount to £70,809.92. Thorough 
and detailed specifications for this maintenance regime are set out in 
RDC’s Ground Maintenance Services Specification and include: 

♦ general maintenance including access, site protection, vandalism & security, 
tools and machinery, chemicals & fertilizers used, patrol duties and presence 
on site (Chapter 1) 

♦ grass and turf maintenance (Chapters 10-12; 31, 37);  
♦ all bedding, planting and hedge maintenance (Chapters 3, 5, 14, 15, 25, 27-

29, 41, 44) and maintenance of baskets, troughs and tubs (13) 
♦ landscape renovation (17)  
♦ estate maintenance (including tree works, park furniture, paths, fencing, 

signs, playgrounds, sports posts, irrigation systems and emergency works - 
(9, 23); 

♦ lakes & ponds maintenance (8, 26), water courses & ditches, including 
culverts (38) 

♦ all sports surfaces/areas (18, 19, 31, 33, 34); 
♦ buildings (4); 
♦ the weather station (39); 
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♦  park games (22); 
♦  litter collection (20). 
  

3.2.2 2 gardeners are on site during opening hours. There is currently a ranger 
service provided within the maintenance contract (Chapter 43). The two full 
time rangers cover all of the parks within Rother working variable hours 
depending on the season, but covering a minimum of the core hours of 8am 
to 4pm, 7 days a week. Often there is only 1 on duty. Their role is primarily 
a policing role but, being employed through the contractor rather than 
directly through the Council, they have limited enforcement power. They do 
not undertake the wider educational and community centred role that is 
often included in the remit of Park Rangers today. 

3.2.3 In addition to the regular and routine maintenance there have been a 
number of individual stand alone projects which, over the last few years 
have included: 

♦ the relaying of the bowling green with new ditch units and irrigation, in 1999 
♦ the replacement of the tennis court fencing 
♦ the installation of kick about goals on the main lawn  
♦ specific planting schemes 
♦ the building of a replacement boating hut 
♦ the installation of new perimeter railings  

3.2.4 The total spending on these projects has amounted to £145,150. 

Water & Drainage Management 

3.2.5 General specifications are set out regarding general and seasonal pond 
maintenance (Chapter 26) and also specifications particular to the general 
maintenance and level maintenance of Egerton Park Lake and Yacht Pond 
(Chapter 8). The latter includes requirements (8.1.4) to take into account 
any High Tides or excessive rain which may cause the lake to overflow and 
to take action to prevent this by operating the control values accordingly. 

3.2.6 Egerton Park was historically within a floodplain and lies in one of the 
lowest parts of Bexhill. The Environment Agency flood map indicates that 
the area of the Park has a less than 1 in 1000 year risk of flooding (this 
assessment relates to both surface water flooding and inundation by sea 
water) and the Agency is not aware of any significant recurrence of flooding 
since the flood relief scheme was implemented. At the same time, the 
Agency advises that a risk of flooding remains, due to the low lying nature 
of the site, and the management of surface water flooding, drainage and 
the supply of water to the lakes are important elements in the current 
maintenance regime of the Park.  

3.2.7 The current flood relief and lake operation system was installed 
approximately 20 years ago, when a stormwater storage chamber and 
culvert to collect surface water before it enters the Park were installed, 
meaning that thereafter, the lakes had to be filled by seawater.  
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3.2.8 Before this, storm water drained directly into the lakes, which acted as 
holding lakes for the town’s main drainage scheme. However, there were 
difficulties with operational control and the lakes’ capacity became 
inadequate. Surface water flooding occurred throughout the Park, on 
occasion to a depth of approximately 1m, as a result of storm water flooding 
and seawater backing up the outlet.  

3.2.9 Due to the complex nature of the drainage infrastructure in the area it is 
difficult to determine the exact catchment contributing to the site’s drainage 
system. Inspection of the Ordnance Survey map of Bexhill suggests that 
the catchment area contributing to the site is in the order of 4 km2  

3.2.10 Stormwater is collected from the surrounding areas before it enters the 
Park and is taken to a storage tank in the south-east corner of the Park. 
There are two culverts that run to this tank, one from the top lake running 
from the north of the Park along the eastern side (the “eastern culvert”) and 
one running from the west along the southern side (the “southern culvert”). 
The eastern culvert, the responsibility of the Environment Agency, creates a 
small semi-circular area of water at the north eastern end of the north lake 
and this is connected to the main lakes underneath the installed pipe and 
concrete surfacing. This small semi-circular pond drains at a slower rate 
than the main lakes. 

3.2.11 Thus the lakes are now primarily filled by seawater, but also supplemented 
by fresh water from a localised catchment. It takes a minimum of 4 high 
tides (48 hours) to fill the two main lakes, although it may take more if the 
tides are below approximately 2.1m. The seawater inlet runs from the tank 
in the south-east corner to the north lake. Emptying the lakes takes 8 hours. 
The lake outlet is located at the southernmost point of the boating lake and 
is connected to the southern stormwater culvert. Water from here is 
released to the sea through two non-return tidal valves. There is also an 
overflow at the lake outlet. 

3.2.12 In order to fill or empty the model boat pond, a pump must be connected 
between it and the main boating lake. There is a small overflow that leads 
from the model boat pond to the main boating lake. 
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Figure 6: Egerton Park Drainage Schematic 

Park Games & Facilities Management 

3.2.13 The Contractor’s Compound, the Park Games and Boating ‘Huts’ are 
owned by the Council but leased and maintained by O’Conner’s (see 
Chapter 4 of the Specification on Buildings maintenance). The grounds 
maintenance contract also covers management of Park Games in the 
summer months (April through September), which includes public bowls, 
tennis, putting, table tennis and boating (Chapter 22). In these months there 
are 2 games attendants in the Park – 1 at the boating lake and 1 at the 
tennis courts, who also manages the public bowls, putting green and table 
tennis facilities. 

3.2.14 There are charges for these games – for example, £4.60 for an adult and 
£2.60 for a child for an hour on the tennis courts; £1.70 per person per hour 
on the boats; £2.60 to hire the table tennis table for half an hour; £2.30 for 
an adult and £1.20 for a child for the putting green. Ticket sales for boating 
in Egerton Park over these summer months indicate that activity on the 
boating lake is steady, but not overly busy (164 tickets sold in April, 119 in 
May, 196 in June, 230 in July, 349 in August, 36 in September). Activity on 
the tennis courts peaked in July, with much lower numbers using them in 
April through June (80 tickets sold in April, 88 in May, 123 in June, 217 in 
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July). Only 83 tickets were sold for public adult bowls in the month of May. 
Neither the table tennis nor the putting green appear to have been 
functional in the summer season of 2006, as no tickets were sold for these 
games. 

3.2.15 The play area, also managed by O’Conner’s, is however free of charge and 
is one of the most popular features in the Park, which people travel from 
outside Bexhill to use. The area is subject to frequent inspection, as part of 
a three day rolling programme that includes other sites in the district, and 
also to monthly maintenance inspections covering mechanical issues. 

3.2.16 The Bowls Lawn is maintained by the contractors to an exceptionally high 
standard and has been commended on its fine turf by the Sport Turf 
Research Institute agronomist. There is currently no lease agreement with 
the Spartan and Lakeside Outdoor Bowling Clubs regarding the bowls 
Pavilion and the Council is responsible for maintenance to the interior and 
exterior of the building. 

3.2.17 There are, however, a number of other organisations that lease land from 
the Council and maintain facilities on the Site.  

♦ All of the tennis courts and the tennis ‘Office’ are owned by Rother District 
Council. However 2 courts (No.s 1 & 2, nearest to the indoor bowling club 
building), and the wooden ‘Office’ building immediately to the north of these 
courts, are currently rented and maintained by the Egerton Park Tennis Club. 

 
♦ The Indoor Bowling Club owns the building that houses its facilities, but 

leases the land on which it and its car park stand from the Council. 
 
♦ Sure Start own and manage the building that houses its facilities in the Park 

on land leased from the Council. 
 

♦ The Bexhill Museum building is owned by Rother District Council, who is 
responsible for the external fabric of the building, but it is run by the 
charitable trust, the Society of Bexhill Museums. It is open all year round, 
apart from a 4-6 week period between mid-December and the end of 
January. There are 2 permanent members of staff, including a curator who is 
an employee of Rother District Council, and about 50 volunteers regularly 
helping out. There are currently 12,000 visitors annually. 

 
HLF funding is in place to redevelop the Museum, work that is due to start in 
March 2007. McAslan have prepared the architectural design for an 
extension on the east side of the existing building, which will comprise an L-
shaped structure clad in stainless steel, with a glass entrance/stairway area. 
The old swimming pool area will be filled and piled to create the new block. 
This new building, which will house the assets of the existing Bexhill 
Costume and Social History Museum, will also be owned by the Council and 
the Museum will continue to be managed by the Society of Bexhill Museums. 
Plans for the facilities to be provided in the refurbished Museum may be 
subject to change, but proposals have included a café facility, with some 
form of hatch opening out to the Park and the possibility of a doorway out 
from the café to the Park in three years time. Thus, while this Plan 
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recognises the clear public demand for access to a refreshment facility at 
Egerton Park and puts forward a policy to pursue opportunities to achieve 
this, current design proposals do not include design and funding of a café as 
part of the current Egerton Park Innovation and Conservation Project. 
 

Conservation Management: Natural & Cultural Heritage 

3.2.18 This document is the first Conservation Management Plan for the Park and 
so any existing management of the ecological and heritage assets of the 
Park is carried out only in accordance with any relevant specifications in 
RDC’s Ground Maintenance Services. These tend to focus more on 
ecological than heritage issues, particularly in relations to the lakes, and 
include, for example: 

♦ A general statement on environmental considerations, requiring the 
Contractor to work within the Council’s Agenda 21 Policy and to minimise the 
harmful effect on flora and fauna (section 1.19) 

 
♦ The Contractor’s attention is drawn to the Countryside and Wildlife Act 

(1981) – care must be taken during the breeding season so that any activity 
around the lake does not disturb nesting birds (section 8.1.3) 

 
♦ There must be a regular supply of fresh water to receptacles located at the 

Bowls area and on the lower lake island for wildfowl and, during the winter 
months, a daily feed must also be supplied (8.4) 

 
♦ Pond maintenance specifications (26) require Contractors to employ 

management technique that facilitate a balanced, healthy, disease and pest 
free environment for plants, fish, amphibians, insects and other pond life,  
detailing feeding of fish and a seasonal maintenance regime to ensure this. 

3.2.19 Specifications regarding buildings (4) and estate maintenance, such as 
Park furniture (section 9.12) are framed with practical maintenance and 
health and safety issues, rather than preservation and enhancement of 
heritage features in mind. 

 

3.3 POLICY FRAMEWORK 

Current Designations 

3.3.1 Egerton Park itself does not contain any designated areas of historical or 
ecological interest, however, the following designations outside of the Park 
boundaries are considered to be relevant. 

Bexhill Town Centre Conservation Area 

3.3.2 The Park is adjacent to Bexhill Town Centre Conservation Area. The 
Conservation Area’s western boundary runs along the west side of Park 
Road, encompassing the Arts and Crafts terraced housing that dominates 
the Park’s eastern areas.  
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3.3.3 Park Road was laid out at the same time as Wickham Avenue, Woodville 
Road and Egerton Road as part of John Webb’s own Egerton Park Estate.  
Webb also laid out and built parts the Town Centre to the east for Earl De 
La Warr. The hand of Webb in both his own and De La Warr’s 
developments shows that the Park was very much part of the design of the 
Town Centre.  

3.3.4 The Conservation Area Appraisal (RDC, Adopted 2004, 6) specifies that the 
character of the Conservation Area, especially its architecture is 
‘particularly homogeneous’ due to the short period in which the Town 
Centre was built. The Appraisal highlights the characteristic architecture of 
the Conservation Area.  This includes the variety of late Victorian and 
Edwardian buildings; the presence of attached houses that are built to look 
like semi-detached pairs;   the use of red brick, stucco and painted render; 
the bay windows and occasional corner turrets and other details. These 
themes extend to the west of the Conservation Area’s current boundary.  

3.3.5 Much of the housing along the south side of Egerton Road has similar 
features and is of a similar style to that on Park Road and in other roads in 
the Conservation Area. The fact that the houses on Egerton and Park 
Roads are raised above the sunken Park confers a sense of monumentality 
on the buildings and of enclosure within the Park, creating a large piazza 
framed by the buildings.  

3.3.6 These historic, design and architectural links between the Conservation 
Area, the Park, and the part of Egerton Road to the south of the Park, mean 
that the adjacent parts of the Conservation Area form an essential part of 
the character of the Park. The historic character of the Town Centre 
Conservation Area therefore extends westwards to encompass the Park.   

Bexhill Old Town Conservation Area 

3.3.7 A further conservation area has been designated in the Old Town, 
approximately 1km to the north-east of the Park, and incorporates a 
concentration of 18th and 19th century Listed Buildings. This Conservation 
Area is not visible from the Park. 

Listed Buildings 

3.3.8 There are no Listed Buildings or structures in the Park, or in the streets 
immediately surrounding it. There are a number of Listed Buildings within 
the wider area, which are largely concentrated in the Old Town area, the 
focus of earliest settlement in Bexhill. Although of local and regional 
importance, none of the Listed Buildings and features are visible from the 
Egerton Park and the Park cannot be seen from them.  None of the Listed 
Buildings has any architectural or design relationship to the Park.  

3.3.9 The only Grade I Listed Building in Bexhill is the 1936 De la Warr Pavilion 
on the sea front to the east of the Park. Although the De la Warr Pavilion is 
not connected to the Park visually, it does represent a social and cultural 
focal point in Bexhill, a function that is also provided by Egerton Park.  
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Legislation 

3.3.10 National legislation with implications for the future management of Egerton 
Park includes the following key Acts. 

Planning (Listed Building and Conservation Area Act 1990) 

3.3.11 This act undertakes to preserve those buildings selected by the secretary of 
State or RCHME as being of special architectural or historical interest.  For 
sites listed under this Act, consent is required from the local planning 
authority, for any works affecting them. The Act also deals with the 
designation, management and control of development in Conservation 
Areas. 

The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended); the Habitats 
Directive, adopted in 1992 and transposed into UK legislation 
through The Conservation (Natural Habitat, &c.) Regulations 1994 (as 
amended) 

3.3.12 The Act gives greater protection to Sites of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSIs), gives the public a new right of access to areas of open countryside 
and together, these measures provide protection for species including bats, 
birds, otters, reptiles and great crested newts, some of which may 
potentially be present within the Park. Badgers are additionally protected by 
the Badgers Act 1992. 

Sections of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CROW Act) 

3.3.13 These amend various sections of the Wildlife and Countryside Act in 
England and Wales and aim to expand offences of reckless disturbance of 
Schedule 1 birds and damage, destruction, obstruction to a place of shelter 
or disturbance of any animals occupying such a place for certain species 
(protected by parts 4(a) and 4(b) of Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981). 

Water Resources Act 1991 

3.3.14 This Act sets out the responsibilities of the Environment Agency in relation 
to water pollution, resource management, fisheries, and in some areas, 
navigation. It also regulates discharges to controlled waters, namely rivers, 
estuaries, lakes and ground waters. 

Other Relevant Legislation 

3.3.15 The Licensing Act 2003, Anti-Social Behaviour Act 2003, Traffic 
management Act 2004, the Housing Act 2004, and the Clean 
Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005 have all strengthened the 
powers and tools available for practitioners managing and maintaining 
public spaces and raising public satisfaction, and also form part of the 
legislative context within which the policies and principles of this CMP are 
implemented. 
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National Planning Guidance 

3.3.16 The various Planning Policy Guidance notes (PPG) that relate to the 
Egerton Park are described briefly below. PPGs are produced by the Office 
of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM) to set out government policies on 
planning. Local planning authorities must consider PPGs when preparing 
local plans and in considering planning applications. 

♦ PPG 9: Nature Conservation: sets out that any development should attempt 
to conserve the abundance and diversity of British wildlife and its habitats, or 
minimise the adverse effects upon these where conflict of interest is 
unavoidable. 

 
♦ PPG15: Planning and the Historic Environment: sets out guidelines for the 

identification and protection of Listed Buildings, Historic Parks and Gardens, 
Conservation Areas, and other designated heritage sites, and provides 
guidance for planners, developers etc., on material considerations in 
determining planning application affecting these resources. 

 
♦ PPG 16: Archaeology and Planning: sets out the importance of protecting 

archaeology in the planning process and provides guidance on the balance 
to be struck between development and the conservation of archaeological 
remains, including upstanding monuments.  

 
♦ PPG 17: Planning for Open Space, Sport and Recreation: encourages 

opportunities for the improvement and creation of open space networks, the 
incorporation of open spaces as part of new development, and the creation 
of sports and recreational facilities. All of these facilities should be accessible 
by public transport and alternatives to the car. 

 
♦ PPG 21: Tourism: sets out how important it is to identify and consider ways 

of protecting natural, historical or architectural features, as well as to 
consider ways in which new development can help the tourism industry of an 
area or site. 

 
♦ Planning Policy Statement (PPS) 9: Biodiversity and Geological 

Conservation: on the protection of biodiversity and geological conservation 
through the planning system. PPS9 works in conjunction with Government 
Circular: Biodiversity & Geological Conservation, which covers statutory 
obligations and their impact within the planning system (ODPM 06/2005, 
DEFRA 01/2005) 

 

National Programmes, Policy & Research Initiatives 

3.3.17 The following key national programmes and initiatives also set the context 
for the proposed restoration and management of the Park and give an 
indication of the focus that is required to ensure the success of the new 
facility. 

3.3.18 The current Government’s vision and programme of action for improving 
the quality of local environments and public spaces was set out in Living 
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Places: Cleaner, Safer, Greener, the ODPM report published in October 
2002. Subsequently, the ODPM’s Sustainable Communities: Building for 
the Future report, published in February 2003, announced new initiatives 
and £201 million additional funding up to 2005/6 for delivering the 
government’s objectives to improve local liveability and create decent 
places, including a fund of £89m to improve the delivery of local authority 
‘liveability’ services – The Liveability Fund. 

3.3.19 In July 2004 a new public services agreement on liveability (PSA 8 target) 
was announced, which provided a focus for activity and concentrated on 
improving the management and maintenance of public spaces and raising 
public satisfaction, particularly in deprived areas. A new Cleaner Safer 
Greener Advisory Board was set up by the DCLG in July 2006 to sustain 
and deliver further improvements. The National Audit Office value for 
money study on Enhancing Urban Green Spaces, which was published in 
March 2006, recognised the positive effect that the Government’s initiatives 
are having on the ground, benefiting communities across the country. 

3.3.20 Alongside these national government initiatives and funding, The Parks for 
People funding programme, jointly awarded by the HLF and Big Lottery 
Fund, was launched in 2005 and the first application accepted in March 
2006. This scheme provides grants to not-for-profit organisations and local 
authorities, like Rother District, to reinvigorate their urban and rural open 
spaces. Breathing Spaces is another new scheme launched in June 2006 
as a small grants fund from the Big Lottery Fund. It promotes community 
involvement and inspires ownership and responsibility for creating open 
spaces that respond to human and wildlife needs.  

3.3.21 The five Parks for People projects criteria – increase the range of 
audiences; conserve and improve heritage value; increase the range of 
volunteers involved; improve skills and knowledge through training; and 
improve management and maintenance – have informed the development 
of this Plan. The Green Flag Award Scheme, which is managed by The 
Civic Trust and aims to recognise and reward the best green spaces in the 
country, also provides key criteria against which applications to the scheme 
are judged. These criteria – A Welcoming Place; Healthy, Safe and Secure; 
Clean and Well Maintained; Sustainability; Conservation and Heritage; 
Community Involvement; Marketing; and Management – have also proved 
useful in shaping the Plan. 

3.3.22 In addition to these criteria and publications on conservation management 
planning, there has also been a considerable amount of relevant national 
research carried out, exploring the appropriate design and management of 
open spaces. These have included: 

 
♦ Easy Access to Historic Lansdcapes (English Heritage & HLF) – provides 

guidance on design solutions and case studies to remove barriers and open 
up Parks for all 

 
♦ Parks Need Parkforce (CABE Space, September 2005) – this research sets 

out the case for increasing the number of on-site staff to create safe, popular 
and beautiful Parks 
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♦ Decent Parks? Decent Behaviour? (CABE Space, May 2005) – this report 

provides evidence that good design and management, not just heavy handed 
security measures, are the key ingredients for safer Parks 

 
♦ A Guide to Producing Parks & Green Space Management Plans (CABE 

Space, May 2004) – to enable anyone involved in the management of 
publicly accessible Parks and green spaces to write management plans to 
help them manage, maintain, develop and improve their green space 

 
♦ The Value of Public Space (CABE Space) – researched the planning, design 

and management of open spaces to provide the wider benefits recognised 
from Parks in terms of physical and mental well being 

 

Regional Policy context 

East Sussex and Brighton & Hove Structure Plan 1991–2011 

3.3.23 The current Structure Plan, which sets out policies for land use and 
transport strategies to achieve sustainable development in East Sussex, 
will continue to be part of the development plan until September 2007, or 
until superseded by the South East Plan, (once approved by the Secretary 
of State for Communities and Local Government). 

3.3.24 Relevant policies contained in the Structure Plan include: EN1 on 
sustaining, conserving and improving the character, local diversity and 
quality of the landscape and natural and built environment; EN11-12 on 
Water Quality and Conservation; EN17-21 on Nature Conservation; EN22-
25 on Archaeolgical and Historical features; EN26 on the Built Environment; 
EN31 on Environmental Education; LT1 on strengthening and developing 
leisure and tourism activities and facilities; LT2 on provision of, and 
prioritisation of support for, high quality leisure, tourist and conference 
facilities: LT3-5 on Tourism; LT6 on Environmental Improvement of Tourist 
Areas; LT7 Access to facilities; LT12-13 on Sports; and LT15-16 on 
Informal Recreation.  

Local Policy Context  

3.3.25 This Conservation Management Plan must also be implemented within the 
current local policy framework, which includes Rother District’s Local Plan, 
Environmental Policy Statement, Equality Scheme, and Draft Corporate 
Plan; Rother Local Strategic Partnership Culture and Leisure Strategy and 
the 1066 Country Tourism Strategy for Hasting and Rother. The most 
salient parts of the Local Plan are set out below. 

Rother District Local Plan (Revised March 2006) 

3.3.26 The Rother District Local Plan (revised March 2006) contains the following 
relevant objectives, in line with the Council’s Vision for Bexhill, of “a thriving 
coastal town, in which people want to live, in which businesses are 
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confident of investing and growing and is characterised by a strong sense 
of community and pride in its distinct identity”. 

♦ Policy BX1 – Proposals for development and change in Bexhill should be 
compatible with and, wherever practicable, contribute positively to the 
following objectives: 

(iii) to ensure that development is of a rate and form compatible with the 
town’s environment and amenities, whilst also contributing to a long-term 
spatial vision; 
(iv) to promote the regeneration of the town centre in a way that reflects its 
unique character and cultural assets; 
(vi) to maintain and enhance the town’s distinct character and identity. 

 

3.3.27 The policies paraphrased below are also of particular relevance: 

♦ Policy GD1 – General Development: includes criteria on access for disabled 
users; on respect for the character and appearance of the locality, for 
topography, important views and features that contribute to the character or 
amenities of the area; on protection of habitats of ecological value and 
incorporation of features to enhance ecological value; on avoiding 
prejudicing the character, appearance or setting of heritage features; on 
provision of the necessary infrastructure and facilities to serve the 
development; on adequate and appropriate means for foul and surface water 
drainage, with suitable alleviation and mitigation measures where necessary; 
on deterring crime and maximising opportunities for natural surveillance in 
public places. 

 
♦ Policy CF2 – Development which would result in the loss of a recreational 

facility, playing field, play space, amenity open space or allotments will not 
be permitted unless assessment has been undertaken to show clearly that 
the facility or area is surplus to the requirements of the community it serves; 
that the facility or area is not needed for an alternative form of community 
facility provision which is deficit locally and for which the site is suitable; or 
that alternative equivalent provision, or provision that would result in net 
improvement, is made for the facility elsewhere in the locality. 
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SECTION B: STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

4. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
4.1 INTRODUCTION AND APPROACH 

4.1.1 The Statement of Significance forms the core of the Conservation 
Management Plan. Developed from the understanding of the Park, it further 
explains what matters about the Park and why – its key values.  

4.1.2 The Statement of Significance also provides a clear structure for the 
assessment of the threats to the Site and its vulnerabilities, as well as the 
opportunities for future change and development. The principles and 
policies outlined in Chapter 6 directly address the need to conserve and 
enhance the important values associated with the Park.  

4.1.3 Historic designed landscape, amenity, natural heritage, and archaeological 
values are identified. Each of these values, the way in which they are 
embodied in the fabric of Egerton Park, and the national, regional or local 
significance of the Park and its features are explored below.  

4.1.4 This CMP considers the historic designed landscape to be the most 
prominent and significant of these values. Thus, the importance of 
individual Park features is primarily assessed in relation to this value, using 
four broad bands, based on a combination of the Kerr (1998) method of 
conservation planning and the Environmental Capital Approach. These are 
set out below: 

♦ A: features that are critical to the Park’s significance 
♦ B: features that are important to the Park’s significance 
♦ C: features that form part of the Park’s significance 
♦ D: features that make no notable contribution to the Park’s significance 
 

4.1.5 However some Park features, while not necessarily of particular 
significance in terms of the historic designed landscape, do have a 
particular amenity, ecological or archaeological value, which means that 
they do nonetheless make a contribution to the Park’s significance. In these 
instances, the significance band attributed to the feature has been allocated 
to reflect this value and the amenity, ecological or archaeological basis 
upon which its importance has been allocated is clearly noted.  

4.2 OVERARCHING SIGNIFICANCE 
4.2.1 The following key themes have been identified within which the significance 

of Egerton Park can be explored. The Park: 

♦ As a place of historic designed landscape value inextricably linked with the 
town of Bexhill through the vision of the Earl de la Warr and John Webb 
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♦ As a place of public amenity value to those who live in Bexhill, and to anyone 
that uses the Park and its facilities 

 
♦ As a place with an ‘intangible’ heritage value, with its colourful social and 

cultural history at the heart of community life 
 

♦ As a place of ecological value, situated within an urban environment 
 

♦ As a place of potential archaeological value that includes the late 19th and 
early 20th century archaeology of the Park’s construction and development. 

 

4.2.2 Egerton Park’s historic designed landscape, in the context of its integrity to 
the original planned layout of the late 19th century seaside resort and of the 
social and cultural events it has historically provided a backdrop for, gives 
the Park a potential regional significance. However, given the Park’s current 
loss of design coherence and diminished connectivity to the town, its 
overarching significance must be considered local and, on the whole, the 
Park’s individual assets – with a few exceptions - are of local significance 
too. 

 

4.3 KEY VALUES OF EGERTON PARK 

The historic designed landscape value 

The Park’s design philosophy 

4.3.1 Of critical significance to the Park is its original design philosophy. 
Historically the Park was conceived and designed as part of the 7th Earl de 
la Warr’s and John Webb’s vision for the 19-20th century seaside resort of 
Bexhill. The Park was designed and built as a planned landscape, but 
piecemeal alteration over time, particularly in the mid-late 20th century, has 
resulted in a loss of coherence. Despite this, important features of the 
Park’s early 20th century form are still extant, such as the main lawn and the 
lakes.  

The wider urban landscape 

4.3.2 In the wider urban 19th and early 20th century landscape, many features 
survive which represent elements of de la Warr’s vision for Bexhill. The very 
layout of the roads, houses and seafront surrounding the Park are integral 
to this overall plan. The interconnection between different planned elements 
of the town is of critical significance to the Park, which itself has always 
formed one of the key social and cultural focuses of the town.    

Architecture of the surrounding area 

4.3.3 The historic built environment of the area surrounding the Park is critical to 
the significance of the Park itself. The houses on Egerton and Park Roads 
are raised above the sunken Park, a relationship which confers a sense of 
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monumentality on the buildings and a sense of enclosure within the Park, 
resulting in the feeling of a large piazza, framed by the buildings. 

4.3.4 The historic, design and architectural links between the Conservation Area 
and the Park and the part of Egerton Road, to the south of the Park, mean 
that the adjacent parts of the Conservation Area form an essential part of 
the character of the Park. The historic character of the Town Centre 
Conservation Area therefore extends westwards to encompass the Park. 
Much of the housing along the south side of Egerton Road has similar 
features and is of a similar style to those on Park Road and in other roads 
in the Conservation Area.  

Key views 

4.3.5 Views were an important factor in the original design of the Park landscape 
and the wider urban landscape of Bexhill. Original design intentions for the 
area involved grand views of the sea and the Park down Park Avenue, 
views east and west across the Park, as well as to and from the houses 
overlooking the Park. Many of these views have been compromised due to 
development in and around the Park, therefore surviving views are of 
critical significance to the Park, and to the wider urban landscape.  

4.3.6 Surviving views include those from the Egerton Road to the south and Park 
Road to the east, across the main lawn towards the bowling pavilion and 
the bridge; glimpses from Egerton Road over the parts of the Park to the 
north west of the museum; views from the north east gate and from 
Wickham Road and Park Road over and beyond the north lake; and views 
that survive from the bridge along the water channel in both directions. 
There were originally significant views east-west from the main lawn 
towards the tennis courts and indoor bowls club, where the pergola and 
ancillary open space were formerly located. There were also views from the 
southern end of the boating lake to the north west and north east. Today 
glimpses of these former views survive. 

Landscape Features of value 

4.3.7 Within the Park there are a number of landscape features surviving from 
the different phases of construction identified in section 2.3.16-20. The 
individual significance of these features is given in Appendix 1.  

4.3.8 Features that are critical (A), important (B), or contribute to the Park’s 
significance (C), due to their presence in its landscape from the earliest 
stage of construction, and their fundamental role as backbone elements of 
the Park layout, include: 

♦  the waterbody and channel layouts: north lake (2; A);  the island and the 
folly on the island in the north lake (1; A); the boating lake (11; A); the model 
boat pond (18; B)  

♦ the main lawn (5; A) 
♦ the main circulatory path system (B) 
♦ the Sensory Garden (37; B), which is of national importance as one of the 

first of its kind in England 
♦ the eastern outdoor bowling green and pavilion (31; A) 



Egerton Park, Bexhill on Sea: Conservation Management Plan   

 

P:\GBEMB\MandI\Heritage\Jobs\Bexhill Egerton Park\Reports\CMP\005_cmp_Final v2.doc                                        Page 4-44 

♦ the location of the Museum building as a hub (25; A) 
 

These are the features around which the Park was constructed, and subsequent 
changes throughout the 20th century have largely respected these features.  

4.3.9 Other landscaped areas that form part of the significance of the Park (C) 
include the Rose Garden (27) and the walled off Joyce Alexander Memorial 
garden with seating area near the Sure Start building (32). 

4.3.10 There are areas of trees and planting which date to the early 20th century 
and therefore are of heritage value as part of the early design of the Park 
and form part of the Park’s significance (C). These include features 6, 8, 9, 
12, 13, 17, 19, 22, 24, 26, 35 & 42.  

Park architecture 

4.3.11 Architecturally, the Park itself is of local significance. Its form contributes to 
the architecture of the surviving buildings. The surviving structures, fittings, 
fencing and pathways have been altered over time, and elements of 
connectivity in the Park have been lost. It is its heritage as a designed 
landscape that is critical to the significance of the Park and its role as an 
integral part of the 7th Earl De la Warr and John Webb’s vision for the resort 
of Bexhill.  

4.3.12 The late Victorian and Edwardian elements in the Park that refer to this are: 

 
♦ Bexhill Museum (25) is of local and regional significance. It is critical (A) to 

the wider architectural significance of the Park due to its former use as the 
Park Pavilion, is a part of the seafront promenade architecture and retains a 
strong relationship with the clock tower. 

 
♦ The single storey bowling pavilion (31), built in the period between 1931-

1954, is another architectural feature critical (A) to the significance of the 
Park. 

4.3.13 Other architectural features that are important (B) or form part of the 
significance of the Park (C) include: 

♦ the bridge to the north of the main lawn, on the site of a bridge which has 
been a feature of the Park since between 1899 and 1909 (10; B) 

♦ the shelters, which reference structures present since between 1899 and 
1909 (14; B) 

♦ the shelter in the Sensory Garden built in the period between 1931 and 1954 
(38; C) 

♦ Egerton Park Lodge, which appears on the 1909 map (21; C) 

4.3.14 Further built heritage features within the Park, such as the Sure Start 
building (44) and the indoor bowling club (50) make no notable contribution 
to the Park’s designed landscape or architectural significance, but do form 
a part of its significance in terms of amenity value.   
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The amenity value 

Visitor amenity 

4.3.15 Also critical to the significance of the Park is its value as an important 
amenity for those who live and work around and in it, as well as to visitors 
from Bexhill and beyond. People visit the Park for a number of reasons, but 
the key values lie in the Park’s use for: 

♦ its green space & its lakes in an urban environment 
♦ its children’s play area  
♦ its sporting facilities 
 

The educational resource 

4.3.16 As an educational resource, the museum is of value in telling the story of 
the Park and of Bexhill and its cultural heritage, and the Sure Start Family 
Learning Centre in providing an integrated childcare and education facility.  

4.3.17 However, the educational value of the Park itself lies largely in its potential. 
This educational potential is of critical significance to the Park and its 
value. Features within the Park such as its heritage, ecology, and elements 
such as the weather station have great educational potential, which have 
not yet been exploited. 

‘Intangible’ social and cultural heritage 

4.3.18 Egerton Park has had a colourful history, and has been an important venue 
for social and cultural events at the heart of community life throughout its 
existence. The Park was used for civic ceremonies, as well as being home 
to a theatre and bandstand. In recent years the use of the Park for civic 
events has waned, and there is no longer any performance area, with the 
De La Warr Pavilion predominating as the cultural hub of Bexhill.  

4.3.19 The emphasis of the Park has changed over time, and today it is a more 
functional, sporting, and compartmentalised Park than in the early 20th 
century. Whilst sport, and in particular tennis has always been popular in 
the Park (originally it was played on the main lawn; tennis courts were first 
laid out at the western end of the Park in the 1910-30 phase (28) and the 
group of 6 tennis courts appeared in the period 1931-54 (39)), this has 
crystallised in the mid to late 20th century with the additions of the indoor 
bowling club and eight tennis courts. 

4.3.20 However, the Park has recently hosted successful cultural events such as 
the ‘Park Life’ sculpture trail project, which renewed cultural interest in the 
Park, attracted different visitors, and made art accessible to new and 
different audiences. The recently formed Friends of Egerton Park group are 
also instituting new events, such as the ‘Green Day’, in the Park. This 
intangible social and cultural heritage, and the potential to develop the Park 
as a cultural resource, is critical. 
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The Natural Heritage value 

Habitats 

4.3.21 The Park provides habitats for wildlife, which are included in the National 
and Regional Biodiversity Action Plans, adding value to the area and 
contribute to the Park’s significance as a whole. There is potential to 
enhance this contribution of natural heritage to the significance of the Park 
through preservation and development of wildlife habitats. 

Trees and planting 

4.3.22 Tree planting in the Park, which date to the early 20th century and therefore 
is of heritage value as part of the early design of the Park and form part of 
the Park’s significance (C), is discussed above in section 4.3.10   

Birds 

4.3.23 Anecdotal evidence has noted a relatively large number of bird species in 
the Park, some of which are red list species of high conservation concern, 
whose numbers have declined by more than 50% in the last 25 years, or 
whose range has contracted by more than 50% in the last 5 years. House 
sparrows, starlings and song thrushes are all red list species, the latter is 
also a local and UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) species. The presence 
of these species in the area is an important feature of the nature 
conservation value of the Park. Further to these species there are also 
amber list species present in the Park, such as the mute swan, as well as 
other unlisted species of conservation value such as the moorhen, herring 
gull and mallard.  

The water-bodies 

4.3.24 While the Park’s water bodies were originally freshwater, the water in the 
lakes is now saline, and therefore offers limited ecological value in terms of 
habitat for wildlife. Despite this, a few species of bird do use these areas 
and a bird bath does supply freshwater on the boating lake island. The 
ecological value of the Park should be enhanced and alternative water 
sources provided to increase biodiversity in the Park. 

The Archaeological value 

4.3.25 Currently, archaeology generally makes no notable contribution to the 
Park’s significance and its value primarily lies in its potential to form part of 
that and to contribute to understanding of the local significance of Bexhill. 

4.3.26 Pre-1888 archaeology is negligible, with only one undated find recorded in 
the Park. The marshy nature of the landscape prior to the construction of 
the Park suggests that the potential for buried remains relating to human 
settlement in the area is low. However, this environment could preserve 
organic material in situ and therefore there is low potential for evidence of 
marshland exploitation. 
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4.3.27 Knowledge of the archaeology of the Park’s construction and subsequent 
alteration is limited. A few archaeological remains are visible in the Park 
landscape today, and do form part of the Park’s significance. These 
include: 

♦ the visible mound in the centre of the main lawn, which represents the site of 
the bandstand (15;C) 

 
♦ trees and planting that have existed from the early development of the site 

4.3.28 There is potential for evidence of further structural remains to be present in 
the Park, relating to other demolished structures such as the Pergola. The 
significance of these remains lies in their role in the story of Egerton Park, 
and therefore the story of Bexhill.  
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SECTION C: FUTURE MANAGEMENT 
 

5. ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES 
 

5.1 INTRODUCTION 
5.1.1 This section of the Plan explores the key issues and vulnerabilities that 

affect Egerton Park now or may do so in its future long-term conservation 
and management. These issues and vulnerabilities have been identified 
through a combination of technical studies, site visits and consultations with 
stakeholders. Understanding them will help to guide the development of 
policies for the management of Egerton Park.   

5.1.2 The key issues identified have been considered in relation to the 
significance and values of the Site and its assets, as set out in the previous 
chapter. 

♦ Designed Landscape issues: including Conservation Area designation and 
design coherence 
 

♦ Amenity issues including townscape links and awareness of the Park; 
connectivity and barriers; conflicting and perceived conflicting user needs; 
crime; dogs; Park access; Park facilities; performance space; the bridge; 
education 

 
♦ Ecological issues, including habitats; salt water; lack of knowledge 
 
♦ Archaeological issues, including lack of knowledge 

 
♦ Management issues, including drainage & the use of water bodies; Park 

management, maintenance and staffing; conflicting interests; role of 
volunteers 

These issues are explored below, alongside possible opportunities that have 
been identified to address them. 

5.2 LANDSCAPE DESIGN ISSUES & OPPORTUNITIES 

Conservation Area designation 

5.2.1 The historic character of the Park has strong historic, design and 
architectural links to the Bexhill Town Centre Conservation Area, and is 
currently outside the Conservation Area’s boundaries.  
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Opportunities 

5.2.2 The extension of the Conservation Area to include the buildings to the north 
and south of the Park, on Wickham Road and Egerton Road, and the Park 
itself should be considered. This would ensure official recognition of the 
historic character of the Park and ensure that development in and around 
the Park gives the built heritage of Bexhill due consideration.  

Figure 7: Bexhill Town Centre Conservation Area 

Design coherence 

5.2.3 Historically the Park was a planned landscape, but piecemeal alteration 
over time, particularly in the mid-late 20th century, has resulted in removal of 
many original features and a loss of coherence.  

5.2.4 Development of the western end of the Park - the entrance, compounds, 
Indoor Bowls Centre and the floodlit car park - has particularly altered 
original design intentions and disrupted the character of the Park there, 
creating a utilitarian area of hard surfaces at this entrance, the main 
vehicular entrance to the Park today.   

5.2.5 Pocket seating and features areas along the northern and southern sides of 
the Park provide intimate areas of interest, but have been executed in an 
ad hoc manner, leading to an assorted and partly discordant overall finish. 
Any future unplanned and piecemeal development also has the potential to 
ruin the legibility of all historic elements and phases of the site. 
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5.2.6 The boundary treatments and entrances of the Park are inconsistent due to 
the ad hoc nature of the late 20th century changes, and the retaining walls 
have no footings.  

Opportunities 

5.2.7 There is opportunity to restore this historic aspect of the Park, allowing its 
original late 19th/early 20th century landscape to inspire a design coherence 
that is suitable for the 21st century. This is more likely to be achieved if 
each aspect of the Park’s historic or ecological features is understood as 
part of the totality of the whole Park and if any new development occurs 
under the aegis of this Conservation Management Plan. 

5.2.8 Design proposals should soften the utilitarian character of the western end 
of the Park, including the elevations of the Indoor Bowls Centre and other 
hard surfaces, to enhance the environment at this end of the Park. 

5.2.9 The museum was a key feature of the early 20th century Park, and the 
museum and its new development should be incorporated as a central, 
integral feature of the Park today. 

5.2.10 The folly in the north lake was also a feature of the early 20th century Park, 
which could be enhanced. Consideration could also be given to integrating 
the concrete causeway that covers the culvert across the north lake into the 
overall design of the Park. 

5.2.11 Applying high quality and consistent finishes and materials to surfaces, 
entrance areas, garden areas, and throughout the Park, will help 
reintegrate currently disparate elements. Such opportunity areas include: 

♦ The area between the Outdoor Bowls Pavilion and the Main Lawn: This 
could be enhanced through improvement of the landscape setting and 
frontage of the Bowling Pavilion. 

 
♦ The Sewell Border and the Joyce Alexander Memorial Garden: finishes and 

materials could be enhanced in these feature area. 
 

♦ The Rose Garden, in the north-west corner of the Park: the retaining wall 
could be replaced or concealed to create a more aesthetic garden entrance 
area.  Consideration could be given to creating one Park compound for 
storage, potentially removing the garages and opening up the Rose Garden, 
or allowing for alternative uses in this area. 

 
♦ Park Shelters: These should be conserved and where appropriate enhanced, 

in particular the two shelters adjacent to the Main Lawn, which are located in 
the same position as shelters in place before 1909.  

 
♦ Park Boundaries: Boundary treatments should, ideally, be of consistent 

design, for example assorted fencing could be replaced with a consistent 
railing type, which would open up views into the Park. Consistent and stable 
boundary finishes could be introduced where there are currently retaining 
walls, unstable in places, in the rear gardens of properties along Woodville 
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Road to the north of the Park. Historic balustrading could be exposed in 
places.   

 

Connectivity & Barriers 

5.2.12 The historic built environment of the Park has been significantly altered 
over the years since its foundation, and the original design concepts have 
been compromised.  For example, the Pergola was situated in the western 
end of the Park for many years providing a social focus. Its later adaptation 
and the development of the Park theatre also provided social and cultural 
opportunities to a wide public audience. Both features were set adjacent to 
areas of open space. This western area is now occupied by the indoor 
bowling club and the tennis courts, and a large area of the Park has thus 
been physically compartmentalised to cater for very specific activities. 

5.2.13 The Park has also largely lost contact with the houses overlooking it, partly 
through the “motorisation” of the streets, partly through the growth of the 
perimeter plantings, and partly through the choice of boundary fencing.  

5.2.14 Historically the paths within the Park provided a continuous circuit, 
integrating the different areas of the Park. The construction of the 
Edwardian Pergola, and its development in the 1930s broke the continuous 
circuit around the Park at its western extent. The circuit was further 
compromised by the construction of the indoor bowling club building, which 
together with its associated car park and the tennis courts, restrict 
pedestrian movement in this area of the Park. 

Opportunities 

5.2.15 Upgrade the paths and improve circulation within the Park, in such a way 
that original design intentions are referenced. The proposed surfacing and 
furniture (seating, lighting, signs and bins) should be co-ordinated to create 
a more enjoyable experience for Park users. 

5.2.16 There are opportunities to restore the relationship with the surviving 
Edwardian housing through appropriate design solutions, such as opening 
up key views into and from the Park. 

5.2.17 Improve connectivity and awareness between the Park and the Polegrove 
Playing Fields through the creation of more appealing western entrance 
areas to the Park.   

5.2.18 Enhance the extent and role of the Sensory Garden to include adjacent 
areas and a wider range of users, thereby creating a continuous area of 
garden in the north of the Park, improving the sensory experience for those 
specific users it was originally intended to benefit, and also improving the 
general ambience of that space within the Park.  

Key Views 

5.2.19 The view framework was integral to the planned layout of the Park. Views 
across the Park from various points, as well as views to and from the 
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surrounding houses were a key part of the original design. The piecemeal 
change has also caused many of the original views to be lost. For example, 
at the western end of the Park, the indoor bowls club and the tennis courts 
are visually intrusive, where there were previously clear east-west and 
north-south views. Any future building development which does not respect 
these views, and the Park’s historic role as a key element in the planned 
late 19th and early 20th century urban landscape, has the potential to 
damage them further. 

Opportunities 

5.2.20 The view framework could be improved, where appropriate, acknowledging 
key historic views and the original design intention. 

 
♦ Re-introduce significant views across the Park that have been lost or 

obscured over time, including views from the sunken Park towards the 
terraced housing to the south and east.    

 
♦ Open up views and vistas to and from the museum across the Park. 
 
♦ Open up the entrances to the Park so that it may be better seen from the 

nearby streets. 
 

5.3 AMENITY ISSUES & OPPORTUNITIES 

Townscape links and awareness of the Park 

5.3.1 Signage advertising Egerton Park is poor, and consequently there is a lack 
of connectivity in the town between the popular areas, such as the town 
centre, seafront and De La Warr Pavilion.  

Opportunities 

5.3.2 There is an opportunity to ensure that Egerton Park is restored to its 
position as a social focal point in Bexhill, and is thoroughly integrated with 
recent and concurrent regeneration projects on other key sites in the town. 

5.3.3 An integrated system of signage in the town, linking each of the main visitor 
sites in Bexhill, such as the De la Warr Pavilion, town centre, seafront and 
Egerton Park, would enhance connectivity between the key areas in the 
town, as well as widening the visitor experience of Bexhill.  Inclusion and 
promotion of the Park on bus and cycle routes could also improve such 
links. 

5.3.4 The inclusion of Egerton Park in Bexhill promotional material, such as the 
town guide, 1066 Country brochures and Bexhill tourist websites, as well as 
further marketing and publicity, such as quality leaflets in hotels/B&Bs 
would increase awareness of the Park among external visitors to the town. 
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Conflicting and perceived conflicting user needs 

5.3.5 Inherent in all parks and open spaces is the issue of conflicting user needs 
– people use the Park for different reasons and activities, and there is 
always the possibility that some of these uses will be conflicting. In the case 
of Egerton Park, such conflicts include the needs of different age groups, 
the needs of businesses and clubs within the Park, and the differing needs 
of the general Park visitor, such as people who visit the Park for peace and 
quiet, dog walkers and those who use the sports facilities.  

Opportunities 

5.3.6 Improve the facilities and spaces within the Park to appeal to a range of 
users. Measures could include: 

♦ Re-design of the play area to provide well thought out spaces for all toddlers, 
juniors and teenagers, including a central zone to accommodate adult 
supervision 

♦ Re-design the south west entrance to address conflict between pedestrian 
and vehicular use for access 

♦ Ensuring that the needs of Sure Start, Bexhill Museum, Tennis Club, and the 
Bowling Clubs are considered in Park re-design.  

♦ Ensuring that the Park will cater to the needs of a wide audience, through the 
considerate provision of facilities and space, such as quiet areas, multi-use 
sports areas, family areas and so forth.  

Dogs 

5.3.7 Dog walkers make up a substantial proportion of Park users. However, 
public consultation has highlighted that there is concern over dog mess in 
the Park and also occasionally a feeling of intimidation and concern for the 
safety of wildlife and children. 

Opportunities 

5.3.8 Measures to reduce the problem of dog mess and to address safety in the 
Park could include: 

♦ The provision of well located disposal bins,  
♦ Enforcement of local byelaws (the provision of a Park Ranger or 

Enforcement Officer could facilitate this) 
♦ Consideration of a change in rules, such as keeping dogs on leads at all 

times or designating specific areas where dogs must be kept on leads. 

Crime 

5.3.9 Vandalism, graffiti and anti-social behaviour, although not widespread or a 
daily occurrence within the Park, are issues. However, figures show that 
crime is not highly reported in Egerton Park and that a small number of 
serious incidents there have over exaggerated the fear of crime amongst 
the local community. A key issue to be addressed is one of perception: to 
make people feel safe. 
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5.3.10 The Park has very limited lighting restricted to the west of the Indoor 
Bowling Club and the Sure Start building. Past experience with the council 
has shown that the installation of inappropriate lighting can attract antisocial 
behaviour, for example in the area near to the Indoor Bowling Centre where 
flood lights on to the car park have been installed.  

5.3.11 There are two rangers who cover the whole of the Rother Area, and this 
role is part of the contractors remit. Therefore their scope is limited and 
their efforts are spread thinly across the district.  

5.3.12 The Park’s opening hours are 7.30am (8am in December and January) to 
half an hour after sunset. However, the Park gates are not closed at night, 
which may contribute to problems of anti-social behaviour and concerns for 
personal safety in the Park in the evenings. 

Opportunities 

5.3.13 A combination of careful design and specialist input, for example from the 
Crime Prevention Design Adviser for Sussex Police Authority, can provide a 
range of actions to improve security in the Park. 

5.3.14 Increased activity in the Park would mean increased observation, which 
could lead to a reduction in vandalism. This could be aided through the 
modification of some existing facilities and development of events to attract 
a wider youth audience into the Park for longer periods, and reduce the 
opportunity for unobserved anti-social behaviour.  

5.3.15 A site specific Park Ranger could carry out enforcement in the Park as well 
as other activities such as education and interpretation. 

5.3.16 Sight lines opened up into and across the Park could increase observation. 
This could include measures such as the thinning of the dense leaf foliage 
that prevents the Rotary Garden being overlooked in summer. 

5.3.17 Ensuring that services are in place to allow for lighting at key areas and that 
Park gates can be locked at night if necessary, would provide more options 
to address concerns about security in the Park and to reduce incidents of 
crime. The feasibility of introducing CCTV could be considered. 

Park Access  

5.3.18 There is not enough disabled parking around Park entrances. Access into 
the Park for disabled visitors is poor and entrances in general are too 
narrow. Disabled toilet facilities are inadequate. 

5.3.19 Signage at Park entrances is not easy to read or understand, and signage 
in and around the Park can be confusing. 

5.3.20 There is no ‘grand’ entrance on the southern boundary at the Museum 
leading directly in to the Park from Park Avenue and the seafront. 

5.3.21 Access beside the Sure Start building is by a steep tarmac ramp, which 
causes difficulty for high sided vehicles when getting on site. At times, car 
parking spaces in this area have to be coned off to ensure that sufficient 
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turning space is available.  This exacerbates parking problems which are 
more acute in high summer, when visitors to the beach tend to Park in 
roads around the Park (where parking is free). 

5.3.22 The entrance from Egerton Road to the south west of the Park is more 
characteristic of a leisure centre entrance, consisting of a utilitarian 
compound and parking area that gives preference to vehicular over 
pedestrian access. 

Opportunities 

5.3.23 Improve access for disabled Park users through provision of disabled 
parking, and appropriate refurbishment of all entrances and toilet facilities. 

5.3.24 Provide clear signage in and around the Park both to provide information 
and to indicate routes through the Park. Further work will be required to 
decide upon the quantity and exact locations of this signage. 

5.3.25 Create a new pedestrian entrance to the Park, to the west of the museum 
from Egerton Road (and possibly also to the east), creating a through route 
from the Park to the seafront. 

5.3.26 Improvement of access to the east of the Sure Start building and the 
addition of a sympathetic hard standing area near the main lawn area could 
not only provide a space large enough to facilitate an events programme, 
but would allow vehicles on to the Park and to be able to turn. This could be 
of particular importance for the feasibility of a performance space in the 
vicinity of the main lawn.  

5.3.27 Improve the entrance design beside the indoor bowls area to address the 
conflict between vehicle and pedestrian use of the entrance and to 
associate it with the Park rather than just the Indoor Bowls Centre. 

5.3.28 Re-open for public use and make the locked shelter a more focal point in 
the Sensory Garden. 

5.3.29 If the Park is to remain a facility open at all times, concerns about anti-
social behaviour in the Park in the evenings must be tackled, as discussed 
in the Crime section above. 

Park Facilities 

5.3.30 There has been a general decline in the condition of other Park facilities, 
such as the toilets, pathways and playground. Without an improvement in 
the facilities and in the general ‘park experience’, this loss of amenity value 
will continue, and result in a major loss in the value of the Park.  

5.3.31 Although popular, the equipment and design of the play area are somewhat 
outdated, and there are empty spaces where features of the play area have 
been removed and not replaced. 

5.3.32 The lack of facilities and activities attractive to teenagers is recognised. 



Egerton Park, Bexhill on Sea: Conservation Management Plan   

 

P:\GBEMB\MandI\Heritage\Jobs\Bexhill Egerton Park\Reports\CMP\005_cmp_Final v2.doc                                        Page 5-56 

5.3.33 The cost of the Boating Lake facilities is prohibitive to some visitors to the 
Park. 

5.3.34 Since the removal of the bandstand, formerly situated in the centre of the 
Main Lawn, and prior to that, the loss of the Park Theatre, the Park has 
lacked a performance area. This loss of community orientated facilities has 
posed a significant threat to the Park’s ‘intangible’ social and cultural 
heritage value, and has resulted in the Park being underused for civic and 
community events and in a loss of amenity value.   

5.3.35 The Park lacks a sheltered refreshments area.  

5.3.36 The toilets are in a dilapidated condition.  

Opportunities 

5.3.37 The following measures would address these issues regarding Park 
facilities: 

♦ Consider introducing a new tennis pavilion adjacent to the two tennis courts 
at the western end of the Park, and upgrading the court surface quality of the 
tennis courts. 

 
♦ Review pricing of the boating lake and consider introducing a ‘family ticket’. 

 
♦ Promote, enhance, and raise awareness of existing features such as the 

model boat pond, and enhance its surroundings, visually connecting it with 
the boating lake. 

 
♦ Build on the success of the existing play area by improving the play facilities 

and activities provided to create a flagship play area for the town. This could 
include unique commissioned pieces (such as a draughts and chess area) 
and the possibility of the re-introduction of rocking horses could also be 
considered. There is the potential for the play area to incorporate an artist-
led project with community participation. Such refurbishment would increase 
usage and appeal to a wider range of children and their abilities. 

 
♦ Consider the introduction of a teen shelter and dynamic, sculptural play 

elements or other facilities attractive to teenagers beside or within the two 
existing tennis courts next to the current putting green area. 

 
♦ Provide for a performance area in the vicinity of the main lawn to improve 

access to the arts, and integrate plinth/art spots into the Park design. 
Facilitate partnerships between cultural focal points in Bexhill, such as the 
De la Warr Pavilion, the Museum and the Park, and in doing so, also develop 
new audiences for the Park.  

 

5.3.38 With the construction of the museum extension there will be: 

♦ A possible opportunity for a shared refreshments facility 
♦ New public toilet facilities, opening on to the Park, and accessible to Park 

users. 
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The Bridge 

5.3.39 The bridge is in a bad state of repair, furthermore, consultation with the 
Council’s Park team has indicated that the bridge is not structurally sound 
enough to bear the weight of vehicles, and is therefore only suitable for 
pedestrian access. Consequently, bollards have been put in place to 
prevent vehicles using the bridge.  

Opportunities 

5.3.40 This point of the Park is elevated over the waterbody, can be seen from 
entrances to the Park and has historically been a key feature of the Park. It 
is therefore ideally suited for the installation of a new feature bridge. Such a 
feature would also improve access and movement, and could be tied in with 
the concept of a performance area.  

Education 

5.3.41 Features within and associated with the Park, such as the weather station 
compound, and wildlife and heritage resources, are currently not utilised for 
their education potential.  

Opportunities 

5.3.42 Information boards could be erected at the entrances to the Park or placed 
strategically within the Park, to inform visitors of the Park’s heritage and 
wildlife (in accordance with the aims of the Urban Habitat Action Plan for 
Sussex) 

5.3.43 The weather station, and the Park’s natural and cultural heritage, could all 
be promoted as educational resources and attractions. 

5.3.44 The development of an education and interpretation partnership between 
the Park and the Museum would be mutually beneficial. 

5.3.45 The role of a dedicated Park Ranger could include education and 
interpretation of the Park.  

5.4 ECOLOGY ISSUES & OPPORTUNITIES 

Habitats 

5.4.1 The ecology of the Park is a natural resource, which has not been used to 
its maximum potential. The saline lakes are concrete lined around their 
edges and consequently offer little vegetation and little in the way of habitat 
for wildlife at present. Vegetation on the island in the north lake appears to 
be dying. It is possible that this is due to erosion, particularly on the south-
eastern side, exposing the root system to salt water. 

Opportunities 

5.4.2 The following measures would result in an increase in biodiversity in the 
Park. 
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♦ New planting could be introduced, including native plant species. This 
would provide a source of shelter, fruit and seeds for birds and pollen 
for invertebrates such as butterflies and bees.  

 
♦ Any limbs cut off trees as part of their management should be retained 

wherever possible and left in the borders to breakdown for dead wood 
habitat. These piles should ideally be situated at the rear of any borders 
to avoid vandalism which may be a problem in an urban setting. This 
habitat will, in time, provide suitable conditions for invertebrates and 
result in a good food supply for birds, hedgehogs and other small 
mammals. 

 
♦ Introducing nesting boxes would provide more nesting opportunities for 

red list species, such as starlings and house sparrows. Long term 
monitoring of these boxes could be undertaken by a local group.  

 
♦ Existing dedicated areas, such as the island of vegetation in the boating 

lake and the area to the north of the outdoor bowling green, between 
the green and the north lake, should be protected and enhanced to 
improve habitat areas for wildlife. 

 
♦ The north lake itself could be planted up with salt-tolerant plant species 

to create some edge habitat rather than the current concrete edges. 
The island could also be extended to address erosion and improve it as 
a habitat area. 

 
♦ Bird baths could be provided, particularly if freshwater lakes are not a 

viable option. 
 

Water Supply 

5.4.3 Until twenty years ago the lakes were fresh water but the water bodies and 
channels are now largely supplied with salt water from the sea. The 
combination of salt water and concrete edges to the lakes result in little 
vegetation and habitats for wildlife. 

Opportunities 

5.4.4 The possibilities of introducing fresh water to the Park, or of creating ponds 
or wetlands areas should be explored. The complex reconfiguration of local 
drainage systems and of the lakes in the Park makes their conversion to a 
fresh water system undesirable. However, further provision of fresh water to 
compliment the existing fresh water provided by the bird bath on the 
boating lake island, is desirable, possibly through the diversion of water 
from a culvert to a small separate pond or substantial bird bath.  Increasing 
sources of fresh water would improve the diversity of wildlife, including 
birds, bats, small mammals and amphibians (hedgehogs, common frog and 
common toad are species of conservation concern in the Sussex BAP). 
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Lack of knowledge 

5.4.5 The species of birds and moths, and their locations and activities with the 
Park, is currently unknown or known through anecdotal information only. 
Other notable species records are quite old, with 1960 being the most 
recent record. 

5.4.6 Whilst it is unlikely that the trees in the Park are suitable for bats to roost, 
many of the surrounding houses might be. The species of bats that may 
use the Park for foraging is currently unknown. 

5.4.7 The potential of the Park for protected species, such as the great crested 
newt, badgers and reptiles is currently unknown. 

Opportunities 

5.4.8 Further assessment of species of birds, bats, notable and protected species 
would further understanding of the ecological value of the Park and allow 
for more detailed policies for the management of the Park’s ecology to be 
put in place. 

5.5 ARCHAEOLOGY ISSUES & OPPORTUNITIES 

Lack of knowledge 

5.5.1 The specialist heritage report that underpins this Plan provided a broad 
understanding of the history of the Park since the late 19th century. 
However, there is no real understanding of the pre-1888 buried 
archaeological resource, due to the lack of archaeological work in the area.  

Opportunities 

5.5.2 Any ground works that necessitate, or provide an opportunity for, 
archaeological assessment should be exploited in order to advance 
understanding of the archaeology of the Park.  

5.5.3 Any new archaeological information should be presented and interpreted in 
a cohesive and clear way as the historic significance of the Egerton Park 
depends on being properly understood and communicated to as wide an 
audience as possible.  

 

5.6 MAINTENANCE & MANAGEMENT ISSUES & 
OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Park Management, maintenance and staffing 

5.6.1 There has been no management plan for the Park in the past, and no 
specific consideration given to the maintenance of heritage aspects of the 
Park in the current Grounds Maintenance Specification of Services. This 
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has meant that any refurbishment has happened on a piecemeal basis. 
Maintenance, repairs and the addition of certain features in this fashion 
have resulted in a loss of design cohesion, which has, in some places, 
meant a loss of integrity of the historic layout.  

5.6.2 The continued use of the Park by high volumes of people has the potential 
to damage existing features of value, through wear and tear on the fabric by 
direct physical contact and by incidental damage. 

5.6.3 The specialist skills required for the proper management and maintenance 
of the street furniture (damaged seats for example) is currently lacking. This 
issue has previously been resolved by bringing in a specialist as required.  

5.6.4 Park games are under promoted, and the table tennis table and putting 
facilities are particularly underused.  

5.6.5 Tensions between different stakeholders in the Park might affect the 
potential for a cohesive management strategy to be successfully 
implemented, and could result in adverse effects that would affect the 
significance of the Park.  

5.6.6 The role of Park volunteers/the Friends’ Group in the maintenance and 
management of the Park is currently limited to organisation of a couple of 
events. 

Opportunities 

5.6.7 The long-term conservation management strategy that this document 
provides is required to ensure that the historic fabric of the Park is not 
eroded any further. 

5.6.8 A constant programme of maintenance, similar to that set out in the current 
Grounds Maintenance Services Specification, needs to be sustained. 

5.6.9 An alternative solution to the lack of specialist skills might be to split up 
maintenance tasks into different contracts, and/or use in-house teams.  

5.6.10 The management team has endeavoured to be consistent when 
refurbishment has occurred in small contracts, but this Plan will ensure 
much greater consistency of approach to development of the Park. 

5.6.11 Contractors with good marketing skills and capacity could inspire and 
expand on the commercial or visitor attraction potential of the Park. 

5.6.12 A management committee to include all stakeholders in the Park, but 
presided over by Rother District Council, should be put in place to facilitate 
communication and to assist with the implementation of all management 
measures. There should be a commitment for this committee to 
communication its proceedings and decisions to all Park Users.  

5.6.13 The recently formed Friends’ Group could be encouraged and, as it grows, 
its role diversified to include, for example, development of volunteer 
programmes. 
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Drainage & Water Management 

5.6.14 Flooding in the Park is believed to be from two sources, either from the 
overtopping of sea defences, or (more likely) due to the flooding of the 
stream and ponds within the Park. This could be from surface water 
draining into the Park or from sea water backing up the outlet. Despite the 
herring bone drainage system installed beneath the Main Lawn, the area is 
still wet at times. The complex nature of the drainage infrastructure in the 
area means that the catchment contributing to the site drainage system has 
currently not been determined, and that the effectiveness of the drainage 
system is currently unknown.  

5.6.15 The ineffective drainage of the Main Lawn may be caused by the filter 
drains being in poor condition. Staff also expressed concern that the 
seawater inlet pipe may be in poor condition too, as evidenced by water 
percolating to the surface along its route during the filling of the lakes.   

5.6.16 Water velocity is slow and hence the bottoms of the water bodies are likely 
to be heavily silted. Limited dredging was carried out when the culvert was 
constructed 20 years ago, but dredging is not part of routine maintenance 
and the lakes have not been dredged since. 

5.6.17 The cracking and movement of edging and older structures indicate that the 
water feature areas are ageing. The island in the north lake is being eroded 
on its south-eastern side and the effects of scouring can be clearly seen. 

5.6.18 The access audit that accompanies this plan (Appendix A of the Audience 
Development Plan) notes that the edges of open water areas within the 
Park could be more clearly defined by visual or textural contrast to improve 
safety for adult and child users of the Park. The bridge and the southern 
side of the boating lake are protected by adequate barriers, although these 
detract from the Park in terms of aesthetics. 

Opportunities 

5.6.19 The following measures would address drainage issues in the Park: 

♦ Ensure that the Environment Agency is a key partner and consultee which 
formally endorses any development proposals relating to design and water 
management in the Park, within 8m from the outside edge of the eastern 
culvert for which the Agency is responsible. 

 
♦ Prior to any new development in the Park, a Flood Risk Assessment should 

be carried out to ensure that measures to provide compensatory storage are 
in place, should any such work affect the flood storage capacity of the Park.  

 
♦ Further assessment of the catchment area and drainage system could be 

carried out, both to assess effectiveness of the main lawn drainage system 
and to consider the possibility of converting the lakes back to a freshwater 
system. 

 
♦ Following this more detailed assessment, measures to improve drainage in 

the Park, particularly at the Main Lawn could be implemented. 



Egerton Park, Bexhill on Sea: Conservation Management Plan   

 

P:\GBEMB\MandI\Heritage\Jobs\Bexhill Egerton Park\Reports\CMP\005_cmp_Final v2.doc                                        Page 5-62 

♦ Filter drains for the main lawn, seawater inlet, outlet and overflow pipes could 
be checked and cleaned out to ensure that they are fully functional. 

 
♦ Consider improving definition of, and signage relating to, water bodies. To 

achieve this, a risk assessment could be carried out to ascertain whether 
existing barriers are necessary and suitably located and to consider possible 
alternatives to fencing and railing. 

 
♦ Enhance and treat the cracked concrete borders to the lakes. 
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6. VISION, PRINCIPLES AND POLICIES 
6.1 INTRODUCTION 

6.1.1 This section sets out the vision for the design and management of the Park 
and presents a series of principles and policies. These arise from the 
analysis of current conditions, and of the issues and opportunities identified 
above within the Conservation Management Plan, and within the Audience 
Development and Access Plan. 

6.1.2 The principles establish an overarching framework within which the future 
design and management of the Park can be developed, in such a way as to 
preserve and enhance heritage and other values identified as being vital to 
the significances of the Park.  

6.1.3 Beneath the umbrella of these overarching principles there are a series of 
specific project policies, to address the issues and opportunities. These 
principles and policies are not listed in order of priority. 

6.2 VISION 
6.2.1 This Plan set out both to establish what survives, and what might be 

appropriately preserved and enhanced, of the important aspects of the 
design of Egerton Park, and to explore the feasibility of implementing the 
Council’s vision for it.  

6.2.2 Webb’s intention in designing Egerton Park was to frame the western edge 
of De La Warr’s developing genteel seaside resort and to add an extra 
dimension to it. This fine Edwardian Park provided an additional area, 
inland from the seafront, which offered elegantly landscaped paths, lakes 
and lawns and fashionable facilities to the local community and visitors to 
Bexhill. It gave expression to local civic pride and contributed to the cultural 
and economic success of the resort. Rother District Council’s vision for 
Egerton Park, that it will be a ‘vibrant and inspiring Park at the heart of the 
community with a distinctive cultural identity and unique local heritage’, 
clearly harks back to the former glory of the Park as a focal community 
space in the Edwardian era and, at the same time, seeks to make it fit for 
21st century uses. 

6.2.3 It is clear that there is considerable scope both to preserve and enhance 
elements of the original and later design, and to realise the Council’s vision 
for the Park. Creative and sensitive re-landscaping, appropriate new and 
enhanced feature areas, and renewed historic paths and boundaries will 
revive design coherency, encourage movement around the Park, and 
enhance its appeal as a quality relaxing environment within the town centre. 
Our understanding of the historic character and mix of amenities in the Park 
will inspire design proposals for outstanding 21st century facilities, such as a 
flagship play area and innovative performance and arts spaces. The 
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biodiversity of the Park will be enhanced to provide a unique thriving natural 
environment and wildlife habitat in the town, and the natural and cultural 
heritage of the Park celebrated through interpretation and educational 
measures. The existing management structure will be fortified to drive 
forward these enhancements and innovations and to mobilise community 
endorsement of and involvement in this exciting initiative to regenerate 
Egerton Park. 

6.3 OVER-ARCHING PRINCIPLES 
6.3.1 OP1: All changes to the Park will contribute positively to the character and 

interest of the surrounding townscape, in particular to the Bexhill Town 
Centre Conservation Area. 

6.3.2 OP2: All future development within the Park will contribute to a cohesive 
design that considers the functioning of the Park as a whole, and circulation 
within it, thus in the spirit of Webb’s original design principles.  

6.3.3 OP3: There will be a presumption in favour of retaining buildings and 
features that are key to, or contribute positively to, the historic character of 
the Park.  

6.3.4 OP4: New buildings, features, facades and extensions to existing buildings 
will be built using good quality architectural design and respect adjacent or 
nearby historic features in terms of design, materials, massing, 
roof/parapet/string course lines and colour.   

6.3.5 OP5: Key views through and over the Park will be preserved and 
enhanced.  

6.3.6 OP6: Future development and management of the Park will aim to reinstate 
its former role as a major cultural and social centre in the town. 

6.3.7 OP7: The need for new facilities and spaces in the future will be determined 
in consultation with key stakeholders (including users and the public) and 
will be implemented by a management committee presided over by Rother 
District Council.  

6.3.8 OP8: The mix of facilities and spaces within the Park will attempt to address 
the needs of as wide a range of users as possible. 

6.3.9 OP9: Safety/surveillance will be considered as an important factor when 
managing and designing any improvements to the Park.  

6.3.10 OP10: All new design within the Park will prioritise the provision of 
adequate physical access for all Park users. 

6.3.11 OP11: The Park’s wildlife habitats will be preserved and enhanced.  

6.3.12 OP12: The Park’s historic development and historic features, its wildlife and 
natural habitats, will be the subject of interpretation measures within the 
Park. Interpretation measures will aim to maximise community and visitor 
appreciation of local natural and cultural heritage.  
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6.3.13 OP13: The Park’s assets will be exploited through the development of 
educational programmes, in partnership with educational institutions and 
other relevant stakeholders, to encourage creativity and practical skills. 

6.3.14 OP14: The management and maintenance of the Park’s infrastructure and 
designed features will be the responsibility of Rother District Council. 

6.4 LANDSCAPE DESIGN POLICIES 

Conservation Area Enhancement 

Principles: OP1 

Policies 

6.4.1 Extend the Town Centre Conservation Area to incorporate the buildings to 
the north and the south of the park, on Wickham Road and Egerton Road, 
as well as the Park itself. Extension should include the Park’s boundaries 
on all sides. 

Design Coherence 

Principles: OP1-OP5 

Actions 

6.4.2 Apply high quality and consistent finishes and materials throughout the 
Park, in particular to Park boundaries, walling, shelters, and features areas. 

6.4.3 Consider improvement to the landscape setting and frontage of the Bowling 
Pavilion, in the area between the Pavilion and the Main Lawn. 

6.4.4 Ensure that any future development at the western end of the Park 
addresses the need to soften hard surfaces and to create a more attractive 
environment at this end of the Park, such as screening the indoor bowls 
building, redesigning the Rose Garden area, and enhancing the Sewell 
Border to the south and the Sensory Garden to the north. 

6.4.5 Ensure that any future development introduces an appropriate access, 
materials and finishes to create an integrated and coherent design in the 
interface area between the Park and the Museum. 

6.4.6 Enhance the folly and island in the north lake and consider integrating the 
concrete causeway that covers the culvert across the north lake into the 
overall design of the Park. 
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Connectivity & Barriers 

Principles: OP2, OP5, OP10 

Actions 

6.4.7 Improve circulation in the Park through an upgrade of pathways and 
associated furniture. 

6.4.8 While retaining the original boundary walls, enhance the extent and remit of 
the Sensory Garden, creating a continuous garden area in the north of the 
Park, running to its western boundary. Consider moving the weather station 
to facilitate this. 

6.4.9 Create more open, appealing entrances on the western boundary of the 
Park to improve connectivity between the Park and the Polegrove 
Recreation Ground. 

Key Views 

Principles: OP5 

Actions 

6.4.10 Maximise views across the Park from Egerton Road to the south and Park 
Road to the east through appropriate reduction/lifting of the crown of the 
trees and thinning of foliage.  

6.4.11 Open up views from the west of the Park by replacing the closed board 
fencing along the Brockley Road western boundary. 

6.4.12 Ensure that design proposals allow for opening up views and vistas to and 
from the museum across the Park. 

6.4.13 Refurbish the south east entrance, making it a feature in its own right that 
can be seen from nearby streets and from the Park. This will also open up 
views across the main lawn to the bridge.  

6.4.14 Refurbish the north east entrance to the Park, making it a feature in its own 
right that can be seen from nearby streets and from the Park. This will also 
open up views from the entrance, across the north lake to the bridge. 
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6.5 AMENITY POLICIES 

Townscape Links and Awareness of the Park 

Principles: OP6, OP1 

Actions 

6.5.1 Implement an integrated signage system in the town, linking the main visitor 
attractions – the De la Warr Pavilion, town centre, seafront, and Egerton 
Park. 

6.5.2 Pursue opportunities to improve townscape links and awareness through 
inclusion and promotion of the Park on bus and cycle routes. 

6.5.3 Ensure the inclusion of Egerton Park in the Bexhill Town Guide and 1066 
Country literature, as well as on the 1066 Country website and other Bexhill 
websites. 

6.5.4 Produce quality leaflets to promote the Park through hotels, B&Bs and at 
other visitor sites and cultural venues in the Bexhill area. 

6.5.5 Pursue opportunities for partnerships with the Bexhill Museum and the De 
La Warr Pavilion. 

Conflicting and perceived user needs 

Principles: OP7, OP8, OP9 

Policies 

6.5.6 Create a play landscape suitable for a wide age range, including teenagers, 
not just toddlers and younger children. This will involve substantial redesign 
of the area and instalment of new equipment. 

6.5.7 Improve the south west entrance design to address the conflict between 
vehicle and pedestrian use of this entrance. 

6.5.8 Consult Sure Start, the museum, tennis club and bowling clubs in design 
proposals. 

6.5.9 Implement policies on dogs and on crime in the Park, as below. 

Dogs 

Principles: OP8, OP9, OP11 

Policies 

6.5.10 Provide strategically located disposal bins throughout the Park. 

6.5.11 Enforce byelaws to ensure that dog owners clean up after their dogs. 
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6.5.12 Designate areas where dogs must be kept on leads and/or others where 
dogs are allowed to run free. 

Crime 

Principles: OP9 

Policies 

6.5.13 Employ a dedicated Park Ranger to carry out enforcement and patrol in the 
Park, alongside other ranger activities. Consider accommodation for Park 
Ranger and other staff in a centrally locate office with good views across 
the Park, if possible in an existing building such the Museum, the boating 
shed or play area kiosk. 

6.5.14 Develop opportunities for evening time activity in the Park through 
implementation of the policies discussed under Park facilities below. 

6.5.15 Increase natural observation, particularly across the Rotary Garden and the 
back of the museum area. This might be achieved, for example, by 
increasing footfall through this area or by opening up sight lines across it. 

6.5.16 Introduce adequate services to allow for lighting at key areas in the Park 
and for the possibility of locking the Park at night. Consider the introduction 
of CCTV, on the basis of specialist advice and considered design.  

Park Access 

Principles: OP10, OP12, OP13 

6.5.17 Improve access for disabled Park users through provision of disabled 
parking, and appropriate refurbishment of all entrances and toilet facilities. 

6.5.18 Provide clear signage in and around the Park both to provide information 
and to indicate routes through the Park. Further work will be required to 
decide upon the quantity and exact locations of this signage. 

6.5.19 Create a new pedestrian entrance to the Park on the southern boundary, to 
the west of the Museum and explore the possibility of a second entrance to 
the east of the Museum. 

6.5.20 Consider the possibility of refurbishing the entrance area to the east of the 
Sure Start building to allow for vehicular access, particularly with a view to 
providing access for vehicles to service events in the Park. 

6.5.21 Improve the entrance design beside the indoor bowls area to address the 
conflict between vehicle and pedestrian use of this entrance and to 
associate it with the Park rather than just the indoor bowls centre. 

6.5.22 Re-open for public use and make the locked shelter a more focal point in 
the Sensory Garden. 



Egerton Park, Bexhill on Sea: Conservation Management Plan   

 

P:\GBEMB\MandI\Heritage\Jobs\Bexhill Egerton Park\Reports\CMP\005_cmp_Final v2.doc                                        Page 6-69 

Park Facilities 

Principles: OP2, OP3, OP4, OP5, OP6, OP7, OP8, OP10 

Policies 

6.5.23 Review and improve current provision, management and marketing of Park 
Games. This will include maximising the potential of the boating lake and 
the model boat pond, and considering the introduction of new outdoor 
games, such as giant draughts and chess. 

6.5.24 Create an exciting new flagship play landscape for the town. Further 
research, public consultation and more detailed design proposals will be 
required to finalise the most appropriate solution for the play area. 

6.5.25 Consider introduction of teen shelters and dynamic sculptural play elements 
attractive to teenagers beside or within the existing tennis court area. 

6.5.26 Consider introducing a new tennis pavilion adjacent to the two tennis courts 
at the western end of the Park, and upgrading the court surface quality of 
the tennis courts. 

6.5.27 Provide for a performance area in the vicinity of the main lawn and integrate 
plinths/art spots in to design proposals for the Park. Further research, 
public consultation and more detailed design proposals will be required to 
finalise the most appropriate location and design for these areas. 

6.5.28 Pursue opportunities for partnerships with the Bexhill Museum and the De 
La Warr Pavilion and develop an events programme to compliment those at 
these key cultural venues in the town. 

6.5.29 Pursue opportunities to ensure that Park users have access to a 
refreshment facility at the Park.  

6.5.30 Ensure that Park users have access to the public toilets planned as part of 
the new Museum development. 

The Bridge 

Principles: OP2, OP3, OP4, OP7, OP10 

Action 

6.5.31 Create an iconic feature bridge to be seen from key points within the Park 
and from the entrances. Further research, public consultation and more 
detailed design proposals will be required to finalise the most appropriate 
solution for the bridge feature. 
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Education 

Principles: OP12, OP13, OP6 

Action  

6.5.32 Erect a series of information boards within the Park, containing information 
on the weather station, the ecology and heritage of the Park, and the Park’s 
role in the wider context of Bexhill. Further work will be required to decide 
upon the quantity and exact locations of these boards. 

6.5.33 Employ a Park Ranger whose role includes development of an education 
and interpretation programme, alongside enforcement and patrol activities. 
The possible Park Ranger office at a central location in the Park could also 
provide a ‘forecourt’ area where educational activities might be pursued. 

6.5.34 Develop an educational partnership between the Park and the Museum.  
Explore the development of educational programmes in partnership with 
educational institutions to encourage creativity and practical skills. 

6.6 ECOLOGY POLICIES 

Habitats 

Principles: OP11 

Action 

6.6.1 Protect, preserve and enhance the existing dedicated wildlife areas on the 
island in the boating lake and in the area to the north of the outdoor 
bowling-green, between the green and the north lake. Make habitat 
enhancements to the water body edge and area surrounding the north lake 
in general. 

6.6.2 Introduce new planting (particularly on the eastern border of the Park), 
including native species, to increase sources of fruit and seeds for birds 
and sources of pollen for invertebrates such as butterflies and bees.  

6.6.3 Introduce new planting that will thrive in the challenging environment of the 
Park (for example, the wind, seawater and compacted soils). 

6.6.4 Create dead wood piles in borders (ideally at the rear, to avoid vandalism of 
them) to provide suitable conditions for invertebrates and a supply of food 
for birds, hedgehogs and other animals. 

6.6.5 Introduce nesting boxes to provide more nesting opportunities for red list 
species. 

6.6.6 Introduce a bird bath to the Park, probably to the north east of the Park, in 
the area between the bowling green and the north lake. 



Egerton Park, Bexhill on Sea: Conservation Management Plan   

 

P:\GBEMB\MandI\Heritage\Jobs\Bexhill Egerton Park\Reports\CMP\005_cmp_Final v2.doc                                        Page 6-71 

6.6.7 Plant the north lakes with salt-tolerant plant species to create some edge 
habitat rather than the current concrete edges. The island could also be 
extended to address erosion and improve it as a habitat area. 

 

Water Supply 

Principles: OP11, OP12 

Actions 

6.6.8 Investigate opportunities to introduce additional sources of fresh water in to 
the Park, probably to the north east of the Park, in the area between the 
bowling green and the north lake. See the section on drainage and water 
management below. 

Lack of knowledge 

Principles: OP11, OP12 

Actions 

6.6.9 Acquire records from local groups on moths and birds in addition to carrying 
out further investigation of bird species, their location and activities in the 
Park, and notable species in the Park.  

6.6.10 Carry out further investigation to ascertain if the Park’s trees or the 
surrounding houses provide suitable places for bats to roost and the 
species of bats, if any, present. 

6.6.11 Carry out further investigation to establish the potential for protected 
species, such as newt, badger and reptiles in the Park. 

6.7 ARCHAEOLOGY POLICIES 

Lack of knowledge 

Principles: OP12 

Action 

6.7.1 Exploit any ground works that necessitate, or provide the opportunity for, 
archaeological assessment, to advance understanding of archaeology in 
the Park. 

6.7.2 Present and interpret any new archaeological information in a clear and 
cohesive way, as part of wider interpretation measures within the Park, in 
addition to those within the Museum. 
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6.8 MAINTENANCE & MANAGEMENT POLICIES 

Management, maintenance and staffing 

Principle: OP7, OP14 

Policies 

6.8.1 Carry out all management, maintenance and development of the Park 
within the parameters identified in this Plan, to ensure a consistent 
approach to long term conservation of the Park and its assets. 

6.8.2 Ensure that an adequate and constant programme of maintenance is 
sustained and consider the possibility of splitting up maintenance tasks into 
different contracts and/or using in-house teams. This will ensure the 
appropriate specialist skills required, for example, specifically to maintain 
the street furniture in the Park, or to manage and market the visitor 
attraction potential of the Park and its facilities. 

6.8.3 A management committee to include all stakeholders in the Park, but 
presided over by Rother District Council, should be put in place to facilitate 
communication and to assist with the implementation of all management 
measures. There should be a commitment for this committee to 
communication its proceedings and decisions to all Park Users.  

6.8.4 Diversify the role of the Friends’ of Egerton Park Group.  

6.8.5 Develop volunteer programmes and encourage the involvement of local 
groups in initiatives, such as long term monitoring of nesting boxes. 

Drainage & Water Management  

Principle: OP14 

Policies 

6.8.6 Consult the Environment Agency as a key partner and secure formal 
Environment Agency consent for any development proposals regarding 
design and water management in the Park, within 8m from the outside edge 
of the eastern culvert for which the Agency is responsible. 

6.8.7 Carry out a Flood Risk Assessment prior to any new development in the 
Park to ensure that any proposals comply with current national legislation 
and guidance, including Environment Agency requirements. Should any 
development proposals affect the flood storage capacity of the Park, ensure 
that measures to provide compensatory storage are in place.   

6.8.8 Carry out a detailed assessment of the catchment area and drainage 
system of the Park, to assess effectiveness of the main lawn drainage 
system. Following this more detailed assessment, implement measures to 
improve drainage in the Park, particularly at the Main Lawn. 
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6.8.9 Carry out on-going maintenance of the filter drains for the Main Lawn, and 
all inlet, outlet and overflow pipes, to ensure that they are clean and fully 
functional. 

6.8.10 Carry out a detailed risk assessment of the water bodies and surrounding 
edges. Following this assessment, implement any measures required to 
improve the definition of water body edges. 

6.8.11 Enhance and treat the cracked concrete borders to the lakes and improve 
definition and signage relating to these water bodies in response to this 
assessment. Consider the necessity, location and nature visual and textural 
contrasting at the perimeter of open water. 

6.8.12 As landscape design proposals for the Park progress, carry out any 
necessary detailed option reviews to assess their impact on drainage and 
water management and maintenance in the Park. 
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8. CARTOGRAPIC & AERIAL 
PHOTOGRAPHIC SOURCES  
Cartographic Sources 

8.1.1 Historic mapping was provided by Rother District Council. 

− Ordnance Survey Map, 1875 
− Ordnance Survey Map, 1899, 2nd edition. 
− Ordnance Survey Map, 1909 
− Ordnance Survey Map, 1930 
− Ordnance Survey Map, 1954 
− Ordnance Survey Map, 1955 
− Ordnance Survey Map, 1969 
− Ordnance Survey Map, 1971 
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APPENDIX 1 
Cultural & Natural Heritage Features 
 
 
Asset 
No. 

Asset Description, Issues Contribution 
to 
Significance 

1876-
1899 

   

1 Island & folly on north 
lake 

Island in the centre of the north-east 
corner of the Park, present by 1899. 
The two stage sandstone and 
ragstone folly with a low arched 
opening on the island, was present 
by 1909. 
 

A 

2 North lake North lake, as far south as the 
bridge, had its present shape in 
1899. 
 
 

A 

3 Park Road; raised Arts & 
Crafts style terraced 
housing 

Road to the east of the Park, with a 
terrace of Arts& Crafts three storey, 
plus semi-basemented houses, built 
between 1884 and 1899. They are 
built in red brick with timber framed 
and rendered top floor facades, and 
canted bayed projections to the front, 
rising to domer gables. The retaining 
walls of the Park on its eastern 
boundary add monumentality to the 
Edwardian Park.  

A 

4 House, corner of Park 
Road 

More Elizabethan Revival than the 
other terraces on Park Road, first 
visible on the 1899 map 

A 

5 Main Lawn Present as a space since 1899, with 
no planting along the waterways at 
this time. 

A 

6 Planting, east side of Park Planting on the east side of the Park 
appears on historic mapping from 
1899 onwards. 
 

C 

7 Entrance, south-east Although replaced between 1954 and 
1969, with some sections added 
post-1971, the south-east entrance 
appears as an entrance on the 1899 
map. 

B 

8 Planting, north-east side 
of Park 

This planting may have been in place 
since 1899. 
 

C 

9 Trees Along southern edge of the Park, first 
appear on the 1899 map 

C 
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Asset 
No. 

Asset Description, Issues Contribution 
to 
Significance 

1900-
1909 

   

10 Bridge, on site of former 
bridge 

There has been a bridge feature 
Immediately to the north of the main 
lawn from the period between 1899 
and 1909. The present abutment 
alignments appear on maps after 
1930 (1954 onwards), and the 
concrete bridge probably dates to the 
1970s. 

B 

11 Boating Lake and Island Both are features of the Park and 
date back to between 1899 and 
1909. 

A 

12 Planting Immediately to the west of the 
Sensory Garden, and present from 
between 1899 and 1909 

C 

13 Planting, north-west side 
of Park 
 

This planting appears between 1899 
and 1909 on historic maps. 

C 

14 Shelters, on sites of 
former shelters 

The current timber Arts and Crafts 
style shelters with plank panelled 
walling, steel mesh spine partition, 
and some pegged and chamford 
timber, replace and refer to earlier 
shelters present in the same 
locations since between 1899 and 
1909, just south-east of the bowling 
green and south of the bridge. The 
modern structures, manufactured by 
Astolat Hampshire Portsmouth, are 
contemporaneous with (51) and 
therefore post-1971. 

B 

15 Site of the Bandstand The archaeological remains of the 
bandstand are represented by a 
slightly raised mound in the centre of 
the main lawn area, visible on 
mapping from 1909. 

A 
(on basis of 
archaeologic

al value) 

16 Egerton Road; raised Arts 
& Crafts style terraced 
housing at east end of the 
Park 

Raised views from houses on 
Egerton Road opposite the east end 
of the Park, are part of original 
design intention, visible after 
construction of houses post-1909. 

A 

17 Tree Plantation South-west of the main lawn, visible 
on mapping from 1909 to the 1960s, 
is a massive tree plantation which 
was reduced in size from 1969 to 
present. 

C 

18 Model Boat Pond Located at the northern edge of the 
Park, retaining the shape visible on 
the 1909 map.  The retaining wall is, 
however, modern, c.2000 

B 
 

 

 



Egerton Park, Bexhill on Sea: Conservation Management Plan   

 

P:\GBEMB\MandI\Heritage\Jobs\Bexhill Egerton Park\Reports\CMP\005_cmp_Final v2.doc                                        Page 8-78 

 
 
 
Asset 
No. 

Asset Description, Issues Contribution 
to 
Significance 

19 Tree Plantation Situated on the western boundary of 
the Park, first appearing on the 1909 
maps. 

C 

20 Egerton Road; Arts & 
Crafts style terraced 
housing 

Egerton Road. Opposite south west 
entrance to the Park (41), terrace of 
Edwardian Arts and Crafts red brick 
houses with canted bays of full height 
rising to dormers. Built between 1899 
and 1909, they are constructed to 
look like semi-detached housing. 

A 

21 Lodge Egerton Park Lodge, located at the 
north-western corner of the Park. 
This is a two storey building with 
brick plinth, and pebbledash 
rendered walls, with overhanging 
orange tile hipped roof with 
prominent flat roof dormers on all 
four elevations. 

C 

22 Tree Plantation Located on the south side of the 
Park, near the south west entrance 
(41). This plantation appears on the 
1909 map, and then becomes denser 
from 1930 onwards 

C 

1909-
1930 

   

23 Walling and Steps Situated at the north-eastern 
entrance to the Park, first visible on 
the 1930 map, but rebuilt in the 
1990s in red brick. 

C 

24 Tree Found in the south-eastern area of 
the Park and present on the 1930 
map. 

C 

25 Bexhill Museum A two storey rendered flat roofed 
building located to the south of the 
site.  The building is visible on the 
1909 map, but its function was as the 
Park pavilion, it became the museum 
in 1914. 

A 

26 Plantation The planting immediately north-east 
of the playground was present in 
1930 and possibly 1909. 

C 

27 Rose Garden Situated immediately west of the 
Egerton Park Lodge, at the north-
western corner of the Park, this 
garden was separated off in 1930. 

C 

28 Tennis Courts Found at the western end of the 
Park, these courts first appear on the 
1930 map. 

A 
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Asset 
No. 

Asset Description, Issues Contribution 
to 
Significance 

29 Swimming Pool The footprint of the pool, from this 
period, is preserved in buildings to 
the east of the museum.  The 
retaining walls, of the pool, to 
Egerton Road are very high. 

C 

30 Hut Located at the north-eastern corner 
of the bowling green is a circular 
concrete base, which represents the 
remains of a small octagonal hut 
feature, visible on the aerial photo of 
1920. 

C  
(on basis of 

archaeological 
value)  

1931-
1954 

   

31 Bowling Pavilion The brick built bowling pavilion, in 
Elizabethan Revival Arts and Crafts 
style, with a hipped roof, is three 
bays wide to the north and south, 
with two flanking gabled projections, 
with timber studding and barge 
boards.  The pavilion has a raised 
central door flush with two gables, 
and there is a small dormer feature 
housing a clock set in to the southern 
roof pitch. 

A 

32 Joyce Alexander 
Memorial Garden  

Immediately to the east of the Sure 
Start building, there is a walled off 
area with low yellow sandstone 
walling and seating, on the site of 
former memorial, which was removed 
between 1955 and 1969.  Views to 
and from houses on Egerton Road at 
the east end of the Park, are part of 
original design intention, visible after 
construction of houses post-1909. 

C 

33 Boating Lake Landing 
Stage 
 

This feature appears in historic maps 
from 1954 onwards. 

C 

34 Toilet Block The flat roofed pebbledash toilet 
block, which stands beneath a 
slightly sloping single pitch upper 
level timber shed with glazed gazebo 
supported by a cantilevered concrete 
base, and is located on the site of 
the former swimming pool complex.  
At the west side of the building is 
flight of concrete stairs leading to 
road level.  These structures were 
part of the swimming pool. Between 
the toilet block and the Sure Start 
building there are areas of shaped 
brick and block paving dating to the 

D 
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1960s onwards. 
 
 
 
Asset 
No. 

Asset Description, Issues Contribution 
to 
Significance 

35 Plantation The area of planting located between 
the current playground and concrete 
seating area, appears in its current 
size on the 1954 map. 

C 

36 Putting Green On 1954 and 1955 maps, the putting 
green to the west of the playground 
is fenced off along same alignment 
as north and south edges of tennis 
courts. 

C 

37 Sensory Garden The Sensory Garden dates to this 
period. Rebuilding of it, including low 
curved wing walls made of pink 
concrete blockwork, is contemporary 
with the boating lake concrete areas, 
and therefore 1960s in date. As one 
of the first sensory gardens in the 
country, it is of national importance. 

B 

38 Shelter Located in the Sensory Garden.  
Hipped open seating shelter with pier 
and steel gate front, piers have tiled 
capitals. Made of same material as 
walling in Sensory Garden. Roof 
hipped with Cumberland slate cover. 

C 

39 Tennis Courts The group of six tennis courts first 
appear on the 1954 map. 

C 

40 Playground The playground first appears on the 
1954 map, and was therefore in 
place between 1930 and 1954. It is 
bounded by painted wooden fencing. 

B 
(on basis of 

amenity 
value) 

41 Entrance The entrance at the south west of the 
Park is modern, but a historic feature 
between 1930 and 1954. The current 
walling is 1970s onwards. The semi 
circular entrance drive has looped 
metal railings, with timber fencing to 
west. This is the main vehicular 
entrance to the Park. 
 

C 

1955-
present 

   

42 Tree Willow tree, to the south of the folly 
does not appear on 1971 map. 

D 

43 Shed Located between the main lawn and 
the boating pool, this shed is dated to 
the late 20th - early 21st century. 

D 
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Asset 
No. 

Asset Description, Issues Contribution 
to 
Significance 

44 Sure Start Family 
Learning Centre 

Built on the site of the former 
paddling pool, at eastern end of the 
swimming pool complex. The 
structure of the swimming pool 
extended out to the north of the 
boundary currently delineated by the 
northern extent of the Sure Start 
building. The new building, an 
octagonal and painted white structure 
with tipped roof rising to a central 
lantern (built early 21st C), is a major 
landmark within the eastern area of 
the Park. 

B 
(on the basis 

of amenity 
value) 

45 Boating Lake Walls The walls around the south eastern 
part of the boating lake of concrete 
pink block date to 1969 onwards. 
Maps of this date also show paving in 
this area at this time. 

D 

46 Table Tennis Area Concrete table tennis area 
immediately to the west of the 
museum building, formerly covered 
by canopy to west of museum. 

D 

47 Rotary Garden  Immediately west of the table tennis 
area, is a concrete block paved 
circular seating area (Rotary Garden) 
with central plant container, and 
exposed concrete retaining wall with 
prominent aggregate. The canopy 
from the museum extended to this 
point, and was enclosed between 
1955 and 1969. 

D 

48 Building at the Play Area Simple structure at the playground 
entrance (at south-west corner of the 
playground) is a small single storied 
rectangular building with brick base, 
rendered wall with half hipped slate 
roof. 

D 

49 Indoor Bowling Club A  single storey building in the west 
of the Park with multi coloured brick 
with blue brick decorative bands and 
shallow double pitched roof with 
shallow gables north and south. 

C 
(on basis of 

amenity 
value) 

50 Sheds Located in the south-western corner 
of the Park are two fenced off 
modern Park sheds 

D 

 
51 

Shelter Located to the south of the 
playground, this shelter does not 
appear on the 1971 map, and 
therefore is post-1971. 

D 
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Asset 
No. 

Asset Description, Issues Contribution 
to 
Significance 

52 Natural Heritage: Trees 
and Shrubs on eastern 
boundary of the Park 

The planted trees and shrubs along 
the eastern edge of the Park provide 
a habitat for birds, particularly 
starlings and house sparrows. 

B 
(on the basis 
of ecological 

value) 

53 Natural Heritage: Bird 
feeders at Bowling 
Pavilion 

Most bird activity in the Park is 
focused on the northern edge of the 
bowling pavilion, where bird feeders 
are filled daily by one of the local 
residents. 

C 
(on the basis 
of ecological 

value) 

54 Natural Heritage: On Main 
Lawn 

Pied wagtails, starlings, and collared 
doves were all observed feeding on 
the main lawn area south of the 
pavilion. 

C 
(on the basis 
of ecological 

value) 
55 Natural Heritage: On 

Lakes  
The saline lakes are concrete lined 
around their edges and consequently 
offer little in the way of habitat for 
wildlife at present. However, there 
were a few species of birds using 
them, including moorhen, mute swan 
(amber list), herring gull and mallard. 

C 
(on the basis 
of ecological 

value) 

56 Natural Heritage: Wildlife 
habitat on lake islands 

The island of vegetation in the centre 
of the ponds offers some refuge for 
wildlife and swans and ducks nest 
here. 

B 
(on the basis 
of ecological 

value) 
57 Natural Heritage: Wildlife 

habitat to north of outdoor 
bowling green` 

The area to the north of the outdoor 
bowling green, between the green 
and the north lake, is maintained as a 
wildlife habitat. 

B 
(on the basis 
of ecological 

value) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Egerton Park, Bexhill on Sea: Conservation Management Plan   

 

P:\GBEMB\MandI\Heritage\Jobs\Bexhill Egerton Park\Reports\CMP\005_cmp_Final v2.doc                                        Page 8-83 

 

APPENDIX 2 
Bird Species List 

Bird species Type of record Designation (see 
text below table) 

   
House sparrow Seen throughout year Red list 
Song thrush Seen seasonally Red List, UK & 

Local BAP  
Starling Seen throughout year Red list 
Black headed 
gull 

Seen throughout year Amber list 

Dunnock Seen throughout year Amber list 
Goldcrest Seen throughout year Amber list 
Grey wagtail Seen seasonally Amber list 
House martin Seen seasonally Amber list 
Kestrel Seen throughout year Amber list 
Kingfisher Seen seasonally Amber list 
Lesser black-
backed gull 

Seen seasonally Amber list 

Mute swan Seen throughout year Amber list 
Herring gull Seen throughout year Amber list 
Blackbird Seen throughout year Green list 
Blue tit Seen throughout year Green list 
Carrion crow Seen throughout year Green list 
Chaffinch Seen seasonally Green list 
Chiffchaff Seen seasonally Green list 
Coal tit Seen seasonally Green list 
Collared dove Seen throughout year Green list 
Feral pigeon Seen throughout year Green list 
Goldfinch Seen seasonally Green list 
Great black-
backed gull 

Seen seasonally Green list 

Great tit  Seen seasonally Green list 
Green finch Seen throughout year Green list 
Magpie Seen throughout year Green list 
Mallard Seen throughout year Green list 
Pied wagtail Seen throughout year Green list but 

species of 
conservation 
concern within 
Sussex BAP 

Robin Seen throughout year Green list 
Spanish 
sparrow 

Seen seasonally - 

Sparrow hawk Seen throughout year Green list 
Swift Seen seasonally Green list 
Wood pigeon Seen throughout year Green list 
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Uncommon visitors 

Bird species Designation 
Cormorant Amber list 
Mediterranean 
gull 

Amber list 

Pochard Amber list 
Red-breasted 
merganser 

Green list 

Canada goose Introduced 
 

Red list criteria 

− Globally threatened  
− Historical population decline in UK during 1800-1995  
− Rapid (> or =50%) decline in UK breeding population over last 25 years  
− Rapid (> or =50%) contraction of UK breeding range over last 25 

years    

Amber list criteria 

− Historical population decline during 1800-1995, but recovering; 
population size has  

− more than doubled over last 25 years  
− Moderate (25-49%) decline in UK breeding population over last 25 

years  
− Moderate (25-49%) contraction of UK breeding range over last 25 years  
− Moderate (25-49%) decline in UK non-breeding population over last 25 

years  
− Species with unfavourable conservation status in Europe (SPEC = 

Species of European  
− Conservation Concern)  
− Five-year mean of 1-300 breeding pairs in UK  
− > or =50% of UK breeding population in 10 or fewer sites, but not rare 

breeders  
− > or =50% of UK non-breeding population in 10 or fewer sites  
− > or =20% of European breeding population in UK  
− > or =20% of NW European (wildfowl), East Atlantic Flyway (waders) or 

European  
− (others) non-breeding populations in UK     

Green list criteria 

− No identified threat to the population's status    




